
                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

 
 

THUNDER BAY OPP – FEBRUARY NEWSLETTER 
 
 
OPP REPORT MOTORISTS ARE STILL DRIVING WHILE IMPAIRED  

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is reporting that drivers are still not getting the 
message about drinking and driving while impaired by drugs or alcohol.    

During the OPP’s Festive RIDE program that began on November 23rd and wrapped up 
on January 2nd, the OPP laid 573 charges of impaired driving in this province.   

In the North West region, 13 drivers were issued warn range suspensions and 33 
drivers were charged with impaired driving offences. 

Police also report that just over 350 people had their licenses suspended following a 
roadside warning during the annual safety initiative that saw police officers checking 
vehicles at roadside stops, while checking for alcohol and drug impaired drivers.   

Recent statistics do indicate that the percentage of people charged with impaired driving 
is down slightly during the Festive RIDE program this year compared to last year, but 
police say the sobering fact is that impaired driving is still considered a huge threat to 
public safety.  

“Despite the high number of charges again this year, it is difficult to understand why 
people still choose to drink or use drugs, and then get behind the wheel to drive.  These 
statistics are alarming, and we intend to keep the pressure on drivers who refuse to 
consider an alternative way to get to their destination. The annual Festive RIDE 
program may be over, but I can assure you that OPP officers will remain diligent with 
their focus on impaired drivers by conducting RIDE stops in various random locations 
every day across this province.” Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial 
Commander of Traffic Safety & Operational Support. 

In 2015, the OPP laid over 6,000 alcohol and drug impaired driving charges. The OPP 
is reminding the public that some officers now have specialized training to identify drug 
impaired drivers.  Police will continue their efforts to raise awareness about the dangers 
associated with impaired driving. 
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LEARN RULES OF THE ROAD FOR SAFE SNOWMOBILING 

OPP & OFSC Advise Snowmobilers to Know the Law and Get Trained  

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
(OFSC) remind snowmobilers that being compliant with the Motorized Snow Vehicles 
Act (MSVA) and being properly trained are key contributors to their safety, peace of 
mind and enjoyment while sledding this winter. 

Many of the laws governing motor vehicle drivers apply to snowmobile operators, such 
as failing to stop for police on the trail, speeding, not coming to a full and complete stop 
at a road crossing, and driving with a Blood Alcohol Concentration (BAC) that exceeds 
the legal limit. Failure to comply with the law carries penalties including fines, loss of 
driver’s licence, criminal charges and/or imprisonment. Charges incurred while 
snowmobiling go on your driving record and can impact both your ability to continue to 
drive and affordably insure an automobile. 

“A rider whose BAC is between 0.05 and 0.08 (known as the “Warn Range”) can be 
issued the same 3-day warning that suspends a driver’s licence on the road,” said OPP 
Sergeant Lise Grenier, Specialized Patrol Coordinator of the OPP Highway Safety 
Division. “This means that on the snow, the offending rider can no longer drive his/her 
sled to complete their ride.”  

More serious alcohol offences will result in licence suspensions that will prematurely 
end a rider’s snowmobiling season. Consequences also get tougher for repeat 
occurrences and riders are reminded that the Ontario Zero Tolerance law for drivers 21 
and under also applies to snowmobiles. 

In addition, snowmobilers are reminded that both the driver and passenger must always 
wear a snowmobile helmet that meets the standards approved for motorcycle helmets, 
with the chinstrap securely fastened. Everyone who rides on a cutter, sled or similar 
device towed by a snowmobile must also wear a helmet. 

Did You Know? 

Riding a snowmobile is not permitted on 400-series highways and other high-speed 
expressways. Snowmobiles are also not allowed on the pavement of public roads where 
vehicles drive, on the ploughed portion of the shoulder or on public roads where 
prohibited by municipal law. 

To ride legally, snowmobile operators must always carry: 

• Valid driver's licence (or if under age 16, a Snow Vehicle Operator’s Licence) 
• Proof of snowmobile ownership 
• Sled registration (including properly placed registration numbers and validation 

sticker on sled) 

http://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m44
http://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90m44
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section4.8.7.shtml
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• Proof of sled insurance (pink slip) 
• 2016 Snowmobile Trail Permit (properly displayed on the sled with permit receipt 

available) while snowmobiling for recreation on an OFSC Prescribed Trail 

The OFSC and OPP also advise snowmobilers to get properly trained. The OFSC offers 
two courses approved by the Ministry of Transportation of Ontario (MTO): OFSC Driver 
Training is a 6-hour classroom style course for snowmobilers aged 12 years and older. 
The Right Way is an interactive version of Driver Training for adults. 

The OPP is committed to saving lives on Ontario’s highways, trails and waterways 
through the reduction of preventable injury and death. Initiatives are developed and 
delivered through the Provincial Traffic Safety Program. 

The OFSC is committed to proactive leadership in promoting safe, responsible riding, 
on and off Ontario snowmobile trails, by building safer snowmobiling knowledge, 
attitudes and behaviours through rider education, safety legislation development and 
enforcement.  

For more information, click on the following links:   

Snowmobile Safety in Ontario 

Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
 
 
OPP AND OFSC LAUNCH PROVINCIAL SNOWMOBILE SAFETY WEEK  

OPP & OFSC Advocate Making Smart Choices   

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and the Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 
(OFSC) are launching Provincial Snowmobile Safety Week (January 16-24, 2015) with 
a message for snowmobilers to focus on their own personal safety and the well-being of 
others. 

Riding within the law and making smart choices is the only way to ensure an enjoyable 
ride that gets you home safely to your family at the end of the day.   

The OPP and OFSC are reminding snowmobile enthusiasts to stay off the lakes and 
waterways for the time-being as conditions are generally poor in many parts of the 
province.   

Stay on OFSC Prescribed Trails and don’t ride impaired, speed or ride after dark.   

Last winter, the OPP investigated 15 snowmobile-related fatalities, a decrease from 
previous winters (21 in the 2013-14 season and 18 in the 2012-13 season).  

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/snowmobile-safety.shtml
http://www.ofsc.on.ca/experience/get-started/driver-training
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While the OPP and OFSC are relieved to see fewer lives lost, data clearly indicates that 
riding impaired, speeding and riding after dark continue to be major contributing factors 
in snowmobiling incidents: 

• 58 per cent of snowmobile-related fatalities involved alcohol or drugs 
• 57 per cent involved speeding or riding too fast for conditions 
• 58 per cent occurred at dusk or after dark 

In particular, the OPP and OFSC are looking to middle-aged males to ride with extra 
care and control this winter as 87 per cent of last season’s snowmobile-related fatalities 
involved male riders and 58 per cent were riders or passengers between the ages of 35 
and 54. 

The campaign is also a great opportunity to caution all snowmobilers about avoiding 
road running wherever possible. Where snowmobiling on the side of a public road is 
legal and necessary to access trails, you should always:  

• Adjust your speed to the conditions.  
• Watch out for parked vehicles and motor vehicles emerging from driveways. 
• Always give motor vehicles the right of way. 
• Be extra cautious when approaching intersections. 
• Observe and respect all traffic signs. 
• Slow down wherever snow banks obstruct your view. 

The motoring public is also being reminded to watch for snowmobiles along roads or 
those that cross roads at snowmobile trails. 

The OPP is committed to saving lives on Ontario’s highways, trails and waterways 
through the reduction of preventable injury and death. Initiatives are developed and 
delivered through the Provincial Traffic Safety Program. 

The OFSC is committed to proactive leadership in promoting safe, responsible riding, 
on and off Ontario snowmobile trails, by building safer snowmobiling knowledge, 
attitudes and behaviours through rider education, safety legislation development and 
enforcement.  

For more information, click on the following links:   

Safe and Responsible Snowmobiling  

Ontario Federation of Snowmobile Clubs 

 

 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section7.2.2.1.shtml
http://www.ofsc.on.ca/experience/get-started/driver-training
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IF YOU ARE YOU TECH SAVY, THE OPP IS LOOKING FOR YOU! 

On Saturday, March 5, 2016, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) will be hosting a 
Technology Policing Symposium at Sheridan College (Davis Campus) located at 7899 
McLaughlin Road, Brampton Ontario. The Symposium is scheduled to take place from 
8:30AM-4:30PM. 

The OPP is looking to hire recent or potential graduates from Ontario Community 
Colleges and Universities or applicants who have related training or experience in 
Technology based applications. Candidates will be required to submit an online 
Application Form. Upon review, 50 applicants will be selected to attend this once in a 
lifetime opportunity and will be invited to learn what it takes to become a Provincial 
Constable in today’s OPP. 

Keynote speakers will include Staff Sergeant Vern Crowley from the OPP Electronic 
Crime Section- Technological Crime Unit along with frontline OPP officers, officers who 
work in Specialized Units within the OPP, the Special Constable Program, Auxiliary Unit 
and Provincial Communication Dispatchers.  

Applications must be completed online and received no later than 11:59 p.m. on 
Monday, February 11th, 2016. Late applications will not be considered. Further details 
are available online at www.opp.ca/careers. 

Contact:  unformrecruitment@opp.ca or www.opp.ca/careers  

Phone:     1-877-OPP-HIRE (677-4473) 

 
DIAL 9-1-1 IN EMERGENCY ONLY 
 
An emergency is any situation in which the safety of people or property is at risk 
and requires immediate assistance.  Examples of 9-1-1 emergencies include a 
crime in progress, a medical emergency, or a fire. 

 
If you accidentally dial 9-1-1, the wrong thing to do is to hang up. Hanging up requires 
operators in the Provincial Communications Centre (PCC) to call back to ensure the 
caller’s safety. This further keeps the line tied up from someone who really needs it. If 
you do accidentally dial 9-1-1, it is imperative to stay on the line and tell the PCC 
operator what happened. Also, it is the OPP’s policy to dispatch an officer to every 
identifiable location of every 9-1-1 call to ensure the safety of the person who has made 
the call. 
 
Pocket dials usually occur when a cell phone accidentally dials 9-1-1 as a result of being 
stored in locations such as a pocket, handbag or backpack.  This occurs far too often 
and ties up emergency lines.  Based on figures from last year (2013), we know that at 
least 9.3 per cent of all calls handled by our Provincial Communications Centres were: 

http://www.opp.ca/careers
mailto:unformrecruitment@opp.ca
http://www.opp.ca/careers
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“Officer Confirmed Pocket Dials” – this percentage includes, but is not limited to, 
unintentional or accidental dials. 
 
Cell phone users can dramatically reduce the number of pocket dials by carrying their 
cell phone in a holster and/or making sure that the keypad is locked.  Don’t  
make 9-1-1 part of your programmed auto-dialing.  With so many types of cell phones 
and accessories available, people are also encouraged to read their user manual or 
contact their cell phone provider to find out what options are available to “pocket dial 
proof” their phone. 
 

REMINDER TO ADJUST YOUR DRIVING FOR WINTER  

• Slow down and drive according to weather conditions. Speed too fast for road 
conditions is the number one cause of winter collisions. 

• Be prepared for rapidly changing conditions. Blowing snow may suddenly reduce 
visibility, and gusting winds can cause ice to form quickly. 

• Leave extra space between vehicles. Stopping distances are a least double on 
snow covered roads and even longer on icy road conditions. 

• Know where you are. Keep track of intersections and landmarks in case you 
need to call for help in an emergency situation. 

• Monitor road and weather conditions. Check local weather and road conditions 
before heading out. If conditions are poor, consider delaying your trip until 
conditions improve.  

OPP would like to remind motorists that during the early morning commute, the 
pavement on highways and roadways may appear to be dry and bare when in actuality 
the roads are frost covered and icy in some sections due to the extreme cold 
temperatures that we have been experiencing in the Thunder Bay area.  
 
The OPP reminds motorists and the public not to call the OPP for road conditions.  You 
can call 5-1-1 for interactive up to date road conditions anywhere in Ontario. 
 
 
KNOW THE DANGERS OF ICE 

Ice Factors 
 
Many factors affect ice thickness including: type of water, location, the time of year and 
other environmental factors such as: 

• Water depth and size of body of water. 
• Currents, tides and other moving water. 
• Chemicals including salt. 
• Fluctuations in water levels. 
• Logs, rocks and docks absorbing heat from the sun. 
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• Changing air temperature. 
• Shock waves from vehicles traveling on the ice. 

 
Ice Colour 
 

• The colour of ice may be an indication of its strength. 
• Clear blue ice is strongest. 
• White opaque or snow ice is half as strong as blue ice. Opaque ice is formed by 

wet snow freezing on the ice. 
• Grey ice is unsafe. The grayness indicates the presence of water. 

 
Did you know ice thickness should be: 
 

• 15 cm for walking or skating alone 
• 20 cm for skating parties or games 
• 25 cm for snowmobiles. 

 
Check with local authorities before heading out. Avoid going out on ice at night. 
 
When You Are Alone On Ice 
 
If you get into trouble on ice and you're by yourself: 

• Call for help. 
• Resist the immediate urge to climb back out where you fell in. The ice is weak in 

this area. 
• Use the air trapped in your clothing to get into a floating position on your 

stomach. 
• Reach forward onto the broken ice without pushing down. Kick your legs to push 

your torso on the ice. 
• When you are back on the ice, crawl on your stomach or roll away from the open 

area with your arms and legs spread out as far as possible to evenly distribute 
your body weight. Do not stand up! Look for shore and make sure you are going 
in the right direction. 

 
When You Are With Others On Ice 
 

• Rescuing another person from ice can be dangerous. The safest way to perform 
a rescue is from shore. 

• Call for help. Consider whether you can quickly get help from trained 
professionals (police, fire fighters or ambulance) or bystanders. 

• Check if you can reach the person using a long pole or branch from shore – if so, 
lie down and extend the pole to the person. 

• If you go onto ice, wear a PFD and carry a long pole or branch to test the ice in 
front of you. Bring something to reach or throw to the person (e.g. pole, weighted 
rope, line or tree branch). 
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• When near the break, lie down to distribute your weight and slowly crawl toward 
the hole. 

• Remaining low, extend or throw your emergency rescue device (pole, rope, line 
or branch) to the person. 

• Have the person kick while you pull them out. 
• Move the person to a safe position on shore or where you are sure the ice is 

thick. Signal for help. 
 
The preceding information is provided by the Canadian Red Cross 
 
 

 
 
 
 
OPP ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR MARINE STUDENT POSITION 

The Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is currently 
seeking applications for Marine Assistant positions for the summer 2016 marine season. 

The purpose of the program is to provide an opportunity to gain exposure and 
experience within the field of Law Enforcement through hands-on experience. The 
student will learn marine safety and related legislation, boat maintenance, prepare 
reports and interact with the public as a representative of the OPP.  

 Marine Students work alongside a qualified OPP marine operator, on a police vessel, 
conducting marine checks on recreational boaters for safety equipment usage, safe 
vessel operations and enforcement of statute law which includes the Canada Shipping 
Act 2001, Criminal Code and the Liquor License Act. 
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The OPP requires the following for consideration for this student position:  

• Must be 18 years of age. 
• Possess a Pleasure Craft Operators Card. 
• Have a minimum Ontario G2 Driver’s License. 
• CPR & First Aid qualifications. 
• Strong swimming abilities, good communication skills, professional appearance 

as well as previous boating experience are all assets. 

The “Marine Assistant” position is available for application from: January 4, 2016 – 
February 16, 2016 

• Only electronic applications will be considered and can be located at, or the 
https://www.gojobs.gov.on.ca/Preview.aspx?Language=English&JobID=88656                
Career pages of www.opp.ca.  

• It is recommended that students retain a copy for proof of their application. 

The OPP Marine Program is responsible for over 94,000 square kilometres of 
navigable lakes and waterways in Ontario and polices over 90 per cent of the 
province. There are approximately 380 active marine members throughout the 
province with approximately 135 OPP water vessels. Through an Ontario 
Government Youth Program, the OPP employs 60 marine students across the 
province each season. 

 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222-TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.gojobs.gov.on.ca/Preview.aspx?Language=English&JobID=88656
https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
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