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THUNDER BAY OPP – MAY NEWSLETTER 

 

VICTORIA DAY LONG WEEKEND SAFETY MESSAGE 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are expecting to see many eager Ontarians take to 
the roads, trails and waterways on the upcoming Victoria Day Long Weekend.           
 
The OPP will be looking to all motorists, boaters and off-road vehicle users to take 
charge of their own safety and to ensure the safety of passengers and anyone else 
whose lives they would jeopardize due to unsafe or dangerous driving behaviour over 
the weekend.  
 
This is a particularly busy weekend for off-road vehicle enthusiasts. Every year the OPP 
encounters off-road users who regard traffic safety as something the OPP is 
responsible for rather than the operators themselves.  
     
Over the weekend, the OPP will also be watching for impaired drivers and boaters, 
people who drive aggressively or distracted and those who are in violation of occupant 
restraint laws. The OPP is also reminding motorists to be mindful about Ontario’s Move 
Over law that requires drivers to slow down and move over when passing an 
emergency vehicle (ambulance/fire/police) on the shoulder of the road.  
 
Operating a motor vehicle, boat or off-road vehicle within the law is a far better 
alternative than dealing with the life-changing consequences that begin to unfold the 
second a person makes a bad decision behind the wheel and lives are senselessly  
brought to a tragic end.  
 
 
PUBLIC SAFETY COMMUNICATORS HONOURED 

OPP Members Recognized for their Knowledge and Performance Under Pressure  

Public Safety Communicator Appreciation Week was celebrated from April 10 – 16, 
2016.  It offered a unique opportunity to recognize the responsibilities that lie with those 
who serve people across Ontario from five OPP Provincial Communications Centres 
and other emergency dispatch operations. 

Public Safety Communicators are relied upon for professional, efficient call-taking and 
dispatch services when citizens dial 9-1-1. In Ontario’s geographically vast province, 
communications staff play a key role in how the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
maintains an optimal level of safety for the people of Ontario.  

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/topics/emergency.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/topics/emergency.shtml
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When OPP members need direction or assistance on frontline calls for service, the 
officers and civilians in Provincial Communications Centres (PCC) are a life line for both 
officers and those who may be at risk.      

“I commend every member of the PCCs across this province for their important 
contribution to the Ontario Provincial Police and public safety.  The complexities 
involved in the work these members perform is highly valued in this organization.  The 
professionalism demonstrated by these employees 24 hours a day, seven days a week, 
ensures that both police officers and the public receive our best efforts to keep 
everyone safe in this province.” J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes, Commissioner, Ontario 
Provincial Police 

“The week marked the tremendous contributions of communications personnel in the 
public safety community. These dedicated women and men not only ensure that the 
people of Ontario are served by effective, seamless dispatch services, they are often 
the first line of help to those in need.  We are grateful for their compassion, commitment 
and hard work.”  Yasir Naqvi, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services. 

 

WILD LIFE SAFETY MESSAGE FOR MOTORISTS 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) in North West Region would like to remind 
motorists to watch out for wildlife, particularly deer and moose on our roadways as the 
snow begins to melt. At this time of year, motorists can expect to see deer and moose 
that have survived the long winter feeding on newly emerging vegetation alongside the 
road. They will be difficult to detect because most of the vegetation is still brown and 
they are well camouflaged against that background.   

If you spot a deer or moose at roadside or crossing the road, slow down as there will 
likely be others nearby.  Too often a motorist will brake for the initial animal crossing the 
road and while looking in the direction of the animal that has just crossed, not see the 
2nd or 3rd animal coming behind. In such a case, a collision is almost certain. 

Drivers are being asked to be vigilant and to watch for large wild animals crossing 
roadways throughout the area this spring as wildlife becomes more active. 
 
As drivers, many of us are aware that any contact between a motor vehicle and an 
animal can result in significant damage and in some cases even death.  
Wild animals are unpredictable at all times.   

 
• On average, there is a motor vehicle/wild animal collision every 38 minutes in 

Ontario. 
• One out of every 17 motor vehicle collisions involves a wild animal 
• 89% occur on two-lane roads outside of urban areas 
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• 86% occur in good weather 
 
Reduce Your Collision Risk 
 

• Scan the road ahead from shoulder to shoulder. When you see wildlife beside 
the road, slow down and pass carefully as they may suddenly bolt onto the 
road. 

• Watch for the yellow wildlife warning signs that indicate an area of increased 
risk. Slow down when travelling through these areas. 

• Use high beams at night where possible and watch for glowing eyes of 
animals. 

• Stay in control. Watch your speed and take extra precautions when driving at 
night as visibility is greatly reduced. Slowing down will give you that extra 
second to respond. 

• Never swerve suddenly. This could cause your vehicle to go out of control or 
head into oncoming traffic. 

• Brake firmly if an animal is standing on, or crossing the road. Never assume 
the animal will move out of your way. 

• Stop as safely as possible if a wild animal is crossing the road. Remember, 
deer often move in groups. If you see one, know there are likely more in the 
vicinity. 

• If possible, avoid driving during dusk or dawn when most wildlife collisions 
occur. Swerving to avoid hitting a wild animal may result in a more serious 
collision. If hitting a wild animal is unavoidable, remember to stay in control. 

• People who live adjacent to highways are encouraged not to feed deer as this 
increases the probability of motor vehicle collisions, resulting in more 
personal injuries and increased deer mortality. 

• Motorists should watch for these potential problem areas and drive carefully 
when passing through them. 

 
For more information, please refer to the Ministry of Transportation website at 
www.mto.gov.on.ca 
 
For public safety tips residents may check out the OPP web-site at www.opp.ca 
 
As always, for the safety of all of those travelling our roadways, remain alert! 
 
 

 

 

 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/
http://www.opp.ca/
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SAFETY TIPS WHEN WALKING ON THE STREETS 

With the daylight continuing to get longer every day, the Ontario Provincial Police, 
(OPP) remind the public to be aware of their surroundings when out walking,  

• Walk with a purpose: Project an assertive image that conveys you know where 
you are going (even if you are lost - pretend). 

• Avoid isolated areas such as parking lots, garages and alleyways; stick to well-lit, 
high-traffic areas. 

• Keep a distance: Don’t let people get too close, even if they appear to have a 
reason, such as asking for the time.  

•  Dress so you can move with ease: Consider wearing clothing and shoes you can 
move quickly in. 

• Pack light: Take only what you need, overloading yourself can make you appear 
vulnerable.  

• Being followed by a person: If you think you are being followed, switch direction 
or cross the street. Walk toward an open store, lighted house or an area with 
other people. Don’t be embarrassed to yell for help.  

• Being followed by a car: If a car follows you, slows down, or beckons to you while 
walking, do not approach it. Turn around and quickly walk in the opposite 
direction. It is never a good idea to accept rides from strangers. 

• Tell others where you are going and when you are expected to arrive / return. 
Arrange to check in with them if you like. 

• Talking on the phone: If you must talk on the phone while walking, don’t get lost 
in conversation. Pay attention to traffic, people around you and where you are 
going. Also keep in mind the information you may be inadvertently giving out 
when talking on your phone; others can hear your conversation. 

Stay Alert! 

 
OPP RECRUITING NEWS   

Thunder Bay OPP would like to congratulate Sgt Dennette Maslach, North West Region 
Recruiting Officer on her appointment as Justice of the Peace (Thunder Bay), with the 
Ministry of the Attorney General. Sgt Maslach has recently resigned from the OPP to 
embark on this new chapter of her life. We want to wish Her Worship all the best in her 
future endeavours 

Retired Sgt Darryl Wilson has returned on a contract basis to resume his former duties 
as the Recruiting Officer for North West Region. Welcome back Sgt Wilson! 
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LAW ENFORCENMENT TORCH RUN 7TH ANNUAL POLAR PLUNGE 2016 IN 
SUPPORT OF SPECIAL OLYMPICS  
 
On a sunny Saturday afternoon on April 2, 2016, 279 participants attended the 2016 
Polar Plunge in support of the Ontario Special Olympics. The event was held at the 
Thunder Bay Marina, where all the “plungers” jumped into Lake Superior.  Plungers 
included adult teams and individuals, Special Olympic Athletes, and the Cool School 
Plunge that included students from local schools in the Thunder Bay area. The event 
raised over $76,000 in support of Special Olympics Ontario 
 
 
OPP PARTICIPATE IN 5th ANNUAL RURAL HEALTH FAIR 
 
The NorWest Community Health Centres, in conjunction with the Municipality of Oliver 
Paipoonge, is excited to announce the 5th Annual Rural Health Fair being held 
Saturday, May 14th, 2016 at Kakabeka Elementary School, from Noon – 4 p.m.  
 
The theme of this year’s Health Fair will be ‘Cultivating Your Community Roots’,  a 
grassroots approach to provide and enhance our rural communities with access to a 
wide range of intergenerational health and wellness supports from ‘seedling to flower’.   
 
There is anticipated to be up to 40 plus exhibits including a variety of intergenerational 
classroom workshops.  The event will be free of charge to all. The OPP will have an 
information booth and will be available to answer any questions the public may have. 
 
5th Annual Rural Health Fair 
Date: Saturday, May 14, 2016 
Time: 12:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
Location: Kakabeka Falls Elementary School 
Address: 1 Porter Street, Kakabeka Falls, ON 
 
 
“POLICE SERVING YOU” EVENT AT BOSTON PIZZA IN SUPPORT OF LAW 
ENFORCEMENT TORCH RUN FOR SPECIAL OLYMPICS 
 
On Wednesday, May 18, 2016, Officers from the OPP, Thunder Bay Police Service and 
Corrections will join together to serve the public at the two Boston Pizza locations in 
Thunder Bay.  
 
Officers will gather during the lunch and dinner hours to greet, and serve the customers. 
The Police Serving You event is in support of the Law Enforcement Torch Run for 
Special Olympics. Please come out and join us and support a great cause!  
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OPP CANINE OFFICER AND PARTNER, YUKON, VISIT LOCAL SCHOOLS 
 
OPP Canine Officer, P/C Cory Parrish and his partner Yukon, recently paid a visit to 
students and staff at McKenzie Public School and Whitefish Valley Public School.  
 
P/C Parrish explained the many aspects and uniqueness of having Yukon, a five year 
old German Shepard, as a partner.  
 
P/C Parrish spoke about the various calls for service that the two have attended 
including some of the search incidents, rescue incidents, and provided several 
demonstrations exhibiting Yukon’s skills.  
 
The students and staff thoroughly enjoyed the visit, and enjoyed learning about the OPP 
Canine Unit.    
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CRIME STOPPERS 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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May is…… 
Sexual Assault Prevention Month 
National Water Safety Month 
Green Ribbon of Hope Campaign 
1-7National Summer Safety Week 
1 Ontario Police Memorial Service of Remembrance 
1-7 Emergency Preparedness Week 
2-8 Mental Health Week 
15-21 National Police Week 
14-21National Road Safety Week 
25 National Missing Children’s Day 
19-22 Aboriginal Awareness Week 
16-22 National Safe Boating Awareness Week 
30-June 5 Safe Kids Week 
 
June is……. 
Seniors Month 
15 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
21 National Aboriginal Day 
6-13 National Water Safety Week 
26 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 


