
                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

 
 

THUNDER BAY OPP – JUNE NEWSLETTER 

 

DRIVER BEHAVIOUR NEEDS TO CHANGE TO STEM THE DEATHS ON AND OFF 
ONTARIO ROADS  

OPP Emphasizes Motorcycle and Off-Road Vehicle Safety  

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) fatality data for motorcyclists and off-road vehicle 
deaths reveals that the behaviour of drivers on and off the road is responsible for the 
overwhelming majority of the deaths.  

Over the past ten years (2006-2015), there have been 267 motorcycle and 167 off-road 
vehicle (ORV) rider deaths in collisions investigated by the OPP.  

With motorcycle and ORV enthusiasts set to hit the roads and trails in large numbers 
over the summer months, the OPP is shedding light on some eye-opening facts about 
deaths among these two categories of recreational vehicle users.  

Too many safe motorcyclists paying the price 

Sadly, last year (2015) marked the first year that more than half of the motorcyclists who 
have died in OPP-investigated collisions these past ten years were killed through no 
fault of their own.  A total of 27 motorcyclists and four passengers lost their lives last 
year, with a record 17 of those motorcycle drivers reported as driving properly at the 
time of the crash that ended their lives.      

Little change in leading causes of motorcycle deaths  

Various causal factors came into play in these fatal crashes, with loss of control (33), 
speed (30), failing to yield (28) and driver inattention (26) leading the list over the ten-
year period. While these causal factors can be attributed to either the motorcyclist or the 
driver(s) of other vehicle(s) involved in the collision, the bottom line is that motorcyclists 
and other drivers need to do a better job of sharing the road safely.  

The hard truth about ORV ejection and no helmet 

Ten-year ORV data revealed that off-roaders in large numbers continue to ride without 
helmets, with 74 of the 167 deceased riders found wearing no helmet at the time of the 
crash. With the vast majority (154) of those who died being ejected from their vehicle, 
the OPP remains concerned about the significant number of off-roaders who may 
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falsely believe they can survive serious head trauma better than those who are ejected 
from other types of motorized vehicles.  

Some actions and conditions of drivers make ORV crashes no “accidents” 

Among the deceased ORV drivers over the past ten years, 69 of them were reported as 
having lost control of their vehicle.  The data also revealed that 69 of the fatalities 
involved a driver who had consumed alcohol before or during their ride. Of the riders 
who have died these past ten years, 16 of them were innocent passengers, some of 
whom were not victims of an inevitable “accident” but rather victims who died as a result 
of irresponsible driving behaviour.   

Teen and youth deaths    

Sadly, 25 of the deceased ORV riders these past ten years were teenagers and some 
of the victims were even younger.  These tragic, preventable deaths speak to the 
importance of all ORV users respecting the law and setting excellent examples for 
children who are being introduced to off-roading, whether as a new rider or a 
passenger.    

QUOTES (Quotes provided for the Victoria Day long weekend but are very relevant at 
any time) 

“Whether you are travelling by motorcycle, off-road vehicle or any other vehicle over the 
Victoria Day Long Weekend, the OPP is counting on everyone to drive safely and 
defensively.  The motoring public is one of our most valued safety partners and by 
working together, we can significantly reduce the number of preventable collisions and 
the resulting loss of life on and off the road.” 

 – J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes, Commissioner, Ontario Provincial Police  

“The Victoria Day long weekend brings thoughts of road trips and family vacations, but 
as we look forward to summer, we must remember that we all have a role to play in 
keeping our roads safe. It is up to every one of us to do our part to make sure we drive 
responsibly to keep all road users safe both this long weekend and all year long.” 

– Yasir Naqvi, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services. 

“The safety of all road users, including off-road vehicle drivers, is a top priority for my 
ministry. Along with police and our other road safety partners, we continue to focus on 
public education activities that promote safe and responsible riding practices.”  

 – Steven Del Duca, Minister of Transportation  
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DID YOU KNOW?   

On July 1, 2015, the government of Ontario implemented new changes that affect ORV 
and ATV (all-terrain vehicles) riders. Click here for more info: 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/drive-ATV.shtml 

HELPFUL LINKS  

Motorcycle Safety  

Motorcycle Safety in the Spring 

MTO Motorcycle Handbook 

ORV Safety 

Smart Ride Safe Ride  

Frequently Asked Questions 

Tips for Young ATV Riders 

 

PREVENTABLE MOTORCYCLE DEATHS MAR VICTORIA DAY LONG WEEKEND 

Fatal Investigations on the Rise as Summer Approaches 

Three motorcycle drivers and one motorcycle passenger were killed in preventable 
collisions on OPP-patrolled roads over the Victoria Day long weekend bringing the 
motorcycle fatality total for 2016 to nine deaths. The OPP is concerned that the death 
toll will mount further on Ontario highways unless all drivers respect each other. 

Drive defensively. Leave adequate space between all vehicles. Respect the speed limit 
and never drive impaired. Remember that motorcycles are smaller but increasingly 
popular. Car drivers need to check carefully for motorcycles and all vehicles before 
changing lanes or turning. 

As the days are getting longer, more Ontarians enjoy getting out and participating in 
leisure outdoor activities on provincial roads, waterways and trails. This is especially 
true now with the warmer weather arriving. With the increase in outdoor activities, the 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) historically sees an increase in the number of serious 
injury and fatality incidents across the Province.  

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/drive-ATV.shtml
https://canadasafetycouncil.org/traffic-safety/motorcycle-safety-spring
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/handbook/motorcycles/index.shtm
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/pdfs/smart-ride-safe-ride-ATV.pdf
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/driver/drive-ATV-faq.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/atv-safety-elearning/module-2-video.shtml
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In April 2016, the OPP investigated 26 fatalities which is the highest number for this 
month since 2009. This year OPP officers have already investigated eight marine 
related fatalities and the boating season is only just beginning.  

In Ontario, the summer months are an ideal time to enjoy the outdoors, but these 
activities need to be enjoyed responsibly and with everyone’s personal safety in mind. 
Alcohol, drugs, aggressive behaviour and distraction continue to be causal factors in 
many of these tragedies. If you are in/on a car, boat, ATV or motorcycle, remember to 
wear your seatbelt, life jacket or helmet. 

Please do your part, think safety first before beginning the activity! Many of these 
fatalities can be prevented.  

The OPP will be out patrolling the highways, waterways and trails this summer trying to 
ensure everyone’s safety, but officers cannot do it alone. If you see a suspected 
impaired, dangerous or distracted driver, call 911. Remember it is everyone’s collective 
responsibility to speak-up to ensure public safety.  Let’s all make the promise to do our 
part to reduce these needless tragedies. 

 

TRAGIC START TO BOATING SEASON HAS OPP CALLING FOR SHIFT IN 
ATTITUDES ABOUT LIFEJACKETS, ALCOHOL AND OVERALL SAFETY ON THE 
WATER  

There have been eight boating deaths on Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) patrolled 
waterways so far this year, which is almost three times as many as this time last year.  

Tragically, none of this season’s eight victims was wearing a Personal Floatation Device 
(PFD) or lifejacket.  Investigations into these deaths also revealed that alcohol was 
likely a factor in all but one of the six incidents.  

Six of this year’s victims were engaged in kayaking or canoeing activities and entered 
the water by either falling overboard or capsizing.  

The two remaining incidents involved a small overloaded outboard boat that ultimately 
swamped, as well as a personal water craft occurrence that involved the operator falling 
off.   

Sadly, two women and five of the six men who died in these tragic incidents were young 
adults between 21 and 28 years of age. Recreational boating and paddling is a great 
way to spend time outdoors and can be a safe, positive experience.   

Having safety gear on board is not only the law but can turn a sudden life-threatening 
ordeal into one that is survivable.         
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Heading into the busy boating season, the OPP wants to dispel any notion that fatal 
boating incidents on OPP-patrolled waterways usually involve motorized vessels.     

“A significant number of the boating deaths we investigate every year involve canoes 
and kayaks. Because the victims were not wearing a lifejacket, the majority of them died 
either because they could not swim, the water was too cold or they were impaired by 
alcohol or drugs. I cannot stress enough how significantly a properly worn lifejacket 
improves your chance of survival when you are in any type of boat and suddenly find 
yourself in the water,” said OPP Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Commander of 
Traffic Safety and Operational Support.   

The OPP is counting on everyone being on board with making it a safe boating season 
in Ontario.  If you suspect that a person is operating any type of boat while impaired, 
call 9-1-1 and report them.  

Did You Know?    

It can take 30 minutes or more for most adults to become even mildly hypothermic in ice 
water. This means that people who suddenly find themselves in frigid water will have 
some time to make good decisions about how to get to safety.       

There are four phases of cold water immersion (hypothermia is one of them) and each 
of the four phases pose unique physiological challenges for you when you find yourself 
in cold water following a boating incident.  

LEARN MORE 

Safe Boating Awareness Week 

Hooked on Lifejackets 

 
WATCH FOR CHILDREN AT PLAY AND BICYCLE SAFETY TIPS 
 
With the end of school just around the corner, children will be outdoors enjoying the 
summer months. OPP are asking motorists to be extra observant for children playing 
and walking along roadways. Reduce your speed in residential areas and areas where 
children are known to be such as parks and playgrounds. 
 
Cyclists have been patiently waiting for this warmer weather to arrive and now many are 
cycling along the streets and roadways. Cyclists must obey the rules of the road like 
drivers of any other vehicle and must be treated as equal users by all other vehicles. If 
you are driving in a vehicle, ensure the cyclist has enough room to ride safely.  
Bicycles and vehicles must share the roadway. 
 
Here are a few bicycle safety tips to consider:  

http://beyondcoldwaterbootcamp.com/4-phases-of-cold-water-immersion
http://csbc.ca/en/safe-boating-awareness-week
http://csbc.ca/en/lifejackets-pfds-inflatables
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• Wear a properly fitted bicycle helmet - Protect your brain. Ensure your helmet fits 

properly and do up the chin strap. 
• Check your equipment - Adjust your bike to fit you. Ensure tires are properly 

inflated and ensure your brakes work properly. 
• See and be seen – Wear bright colours, neon or fluorescent when riding during 

day or evening hours. Wear something that reflects light such as reflective tape 
or marking. Install flashing lights onto your bike to be seen in the evening. 

• Watch for and avoid road hazards – Be on the lookout for hazards such as 
potholes, broken glass, gravel, puddles. All these hazards can cause a crash. 
Alert other riders to these potential hazards Keep both hands ready to brake 
allow extra distance for stopping in the rain as brakes are less efficient when wet. 

• Avoid riding at night – It is more dangerous to ride at night than during the day 
because you may be difficult to see. If you have to ride at night, wear clothing 
that makes you more visible. Ensure you have reflectors on front and rear of your 
bicycle as well as a flashing light. 

• Go with the traffic flow – Ride on the right in the same direction as other vehicles, 
go with the flow. 

• Obey all traffic laws – As a bicyclist, you must obey all traffic signs and signals 
and lane markings. Follow lane markings and if there is a bike lane, ride in it. 

• Be predictable- Ride in a straight line and signal your moves to others. Make eye 
contact with drivers. Assume that other drivers don’t see you until you are sure 
they do. 

• Be alert at all times – Use your eyes and ears, be on the lookout for potential 
hazards. Look and listen for traffic. Don’t wear a headset when you ride. Scan 
the road behind you, learn to look over your shoulder without losing your balance 
or swerving. Some cyclists use rear view mirrors. 

 
 
911 HANG UPS TIE-UP OFFICERS  

Have you ever thought about what happens when someone calls 911? This is 
something that very few citizens think of, yet it consumes a significant amount of 
resources for the police and other emergency services.  

When a person calls 911 an operator answers the phone and asks if the caller needs 
police, fire or ambulance. Depending on the answer, the operator transfers the call the 
appropriate emergency services provider and help is sent as quickly as possible. If 
needed, the caller may be patched in with more than one agency at the same time to 
ensure that the best response possible is provided. 

 

But what happens when someone calls 911 and hangs up on the operator? That’s not 
such a simple question. When a 911 call is lost, it’s called a “dropped 911” and it is 
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automatically referred to the police to investigate. All 911 calls, including dropped 911 
calls, are treated as if they are life threatening emergencies. The police are then tasked 
with locating the source of the 911 call and determining if there is, in fact, an 
emergency. 

Although the source of a 911 land-line call is normally traceable with relative ease, cell 
phone calls are not always so easily tracked. Depending on the strength of your cell 
signal and several other factors, the police may only be able to pinpoint your location to 
a certain town, cell tower or radius. Even with the advanced ability to “ping” the location 
of your cell phone, there are factors that can make this unreliable.  

The combination of all these elements mean that police can spend hours searching for 
someone who called 911 by accident and hung-up on the operator. That is time that 
could be otherwise spent responding to actual emergencies, investigating crimes or 
patrolling our communities and highways. 

Here’s how you can help: 

• If you accidentally call 911, do not hang up the phone. Stay on the line and tell the 
operator what happened. The operator will need to know exactly where you are 
so the police can verify that the 911 call was accidental. 

• Remember that if you call 911 by accident, you’re not in trouble with the police. 
However, officers will need to check on you to verify that there is no emergency. 

• Lock your cell phone when it is in your pocket or your purse.  
• Do not let your children play with your phone. They may inadvertently call 911 and 

not be able to tell you what they’ve done. Even old cell phones that still have a 
battery in them are capable of calling 911.  

• Educate your children about the use of 911 and that people who are in real 
danger need emergency services personnel to be available. 

 

MUNICIPALITY OF NEEBING TAILGATE SALE 

The Municipality of Neebing Tailgate Sale will be taking place on Saturday, June 18, 
2016. Officers from Thunder Bay OPP as well as Emergency Response Team officers 
will be in attendance.  The OPP Mobile Command Unit will be on display as well. 
The tailgate sale is in support of the Neebing Fire / Rescue Association. 
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THUNDER BAY HOSTS THE 2016 CAN AM POLICE FIRE GAMES  

Over the years, Thunder Bay has played host to more than its share of major sporting 
events  – the World Nordic Championships, World Junior Baseball Championships, the 
Brier, Canada Summer Games, CIS National Championships in men’s hockey and 
women’s basketball, the Allan Cup, Special Olympics Provincial Winter Games, plus 
other provincial and regional competitions too numerous to mention.  However, this 
summer Thunder Bay will provide the backdrop to one of North America’s largest and 
most unique sporting events.  The 2016 Can-Am Police- Fire Games, to be held July 
16-24, 2016, will bring more than 1,200 athletes drawn from the ranks of professional 
and volunteer firefighters, police, EMS, corrections and border services personnel from 
all across North America to compete in an unparalleled array of competitive and social 
events throughout the city. Spouses of emergency personnel are also eligible to 
compete. 

The biennial Can-Am Police-Fire Games, first staged as the Northwest Police-Fire 
Games in 1977, have not been held in Canada since Saskatoon hosted in 2008.  They 
promote the friendly rivalry that naturally exists between various law enforcement and 
emergency services.  After an impressive opening ceremony at Marina Park, the games 
will showcase an eclectic array of more than 20 events, as diverse as ice hockey and 
pistol shooting.   Events like basketball, power lifting, track and field, cycling, golf, slow 
pitch volleyball and triathlon are pure tests of athleticism.  Others, like Texas Hold ‘em 
and the Chili Cook Off demand skills of a different sort. The grueling Toughest 
Competitor Alive and Toughest Firefighter Alive competitions will severely test the 
mettle of the competitors. Only the fittest of the fit need apply. 

The Can-Am Police-Fire Games aren’t all about rivalries and fierce competition. The 
social side of the games, centred on the Guns and Hoses Lounge at Lakehead 
University, is a pivotal aspect of the participants’ experience. Here it’s all about having 
fun, making new friends, cementing friendships made at previous games and 
developing the camaraderie between professionals who work with a common purpose. 

The Can-Am Police and Fire Games will leave a lasting legacy for our city.  As well as 
generating an estimated 5.7 million dollars in positive economic impact, the games will 
directly assist the benefitting charities, Thunder Bay Boys and Girls Clubs and Special 
Olympics Thunder Bay. Perhaps most important, however, are the lifelong friendships 
and memories participants will treasure long after the games are over. 

The preceding information is from www.thunderbaycanam.com 
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“PIT PARTIES” 
 
During the Spring and Summer months, Thunder Bay OPP officers are sometimes 
called upon to attend area camp sites, local lakes and private gravel pits to deal with 
young people and adults alike that have gathered to party / consume alcohol. 
 
When you add alcohol and a large gathering of people to the mix, there is a propensity 
for public intoxication, possible impaired driving, damage to property and the potential 
for violence.  
 
The local gravel pits are owned by private landowners, anyone found on their property 
may be charged contrary to the Trespass to Property Act, their vehicle may be subject 
to being towed and if there are any damages incurred on the property, the user will be 
held responsible and could be subject to a charge contrary to the Criminal Code. 
Also, people cannot gather on private property unless provided permission from the 
land owner. 
 
Thunder Bay OPP appreciates and encourages members of the public to contact police 
if they have knowledge or information regarding these gatherings / parties taking place. 
 
It may be the call that prevents a potentially unsafe, dangerous situation.   
 
You can call Thunder Bay OPP at 807-939-2133 (weekdays between 8:30 am-4:30 
pm), the Provincial Communications Centre at 1-888-310-1122 or if you wish to remain 
anonymous you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS. 
 
 
CRIME STOPPERS - CRIME TO BE SOLVED – BREAK, ENTER AND THEFT 
 
Crime Stoppers and the Ontario Provincial Police are asking for your help in solving a 
break, enter and theft that occurred in the early morning hours on March 27,2016, west 
of Upsala. 
 
Sometime during the night of Saturday March 26, unknown suspect(s) attended a work 
site owned by Viking Construction on Highway 17 west of Upsala, near Lac Des Milles 
Lac Road. 
 
Entry was gained to a building on the site and several items were stolen.  Some of the 
items stolen were a compound mitre saw, a blue Makita reciprocating saw, two 3/4 inch 
impact guns, a Canadian Tire socket set, and a drill-press. 
 
It is possible that the suspect(s) may have been from British Columbia and were 
travelling east through the area.  They may have and spent the night at the site in their 
vehicle.  The suspect(s) may have later approached people offering to sell these items. 
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Anyone with information about who may be responsible for this crime or any other crime 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or submit a web tip at 
www.tipsubmit.com. 

Make the call that helps us all, your identity will remain anonymous and you could be 
paid a reward for information that helps solve this crime or any other crime.  You will not 
have to testify in court 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
June is……. 
Seniors Month 
15 World Elder Abuse Awareness Day 
21 National Aboriginal Day 
6-13 National Water Safety Week 
26 International Day Against Drug Abuse and Illicit Trafficking 
 
July is……… 
Marine Safety Days 
18-26 National Drowning Prevention Week 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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