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THUNDER BAY OPP – JULY NEWSLETTER 
 
 
OPP REMIND MOTORISTS TO DRIVE SAFELY OVER CANADA DAY HOLIDAY 
 
With the Canada Day holiday approaching, Thunder Bay Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) want to remind motorists to take care and use caution when travelling on 
roadways and highways. 
 
Thunder Bay OPP officers will be conducting Reduced Impaired Driving Everywhere 
(RIDE) and seatbelt spot checks ensuring strict compliance when it comes to impaired 
driving, and ensuring seatbelt usage. 
 
The four main driving behaviours that put all road users at risk are: driving while 
impaired by alcohol or drugs; lack of occupant restraint; driving while distracted; and 
aggressive driving.  

Every road user can play a part in reducing the “Big 4” killers on our roads during these 
summer months and throughout the year. 

With the end of the school year here, children will be outdoors enjoying the summer 
months. OPP are asking motorists to be extra observant for children playing and 
walking along roadways. Reduce your speed in residential areas and areas where 
children are known to be such as parks and playgrounds. 
 
Have a safe Canada Day holiday. 
 

ONE IN FIVE FATAL ONTARIO ROAD CRASHES INVOLVES A TRANSPORT TRUCK  

Operation Corridor Targeting Commercial Transport Trucks 

Transport truck-related collisions continue to take a significant toll on human life on 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)-patrolled roads, with one in five road crashes involving 
large commercial vehicles.   

The OPP has launched its annual Operation Corridor campaign to shed more light on 
the prevalence of transport trucks and their impact on other road users.        

Among the 1,342 fatal motor vehicle collisions on OPP-patrolled roads between 2012 
and 2016, 266 involved transport trucks. During the same five-year period, 330 people 
died -- the majority of victims were occupants of other involved vehicles.  
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According to OPP data, 44 of the crash victims were drivers of the transport trucks, 
compared to 286 victims who were in cars and other smaller vehicles. 

More recent data reveals that over the past three years, a significant number of 
collisions were caused by transport trucks in poor operating condition. Between July 
2014 and June 2017, 344 collisions involved defective transport trucks, 6 (six) of which 
were fatal and 37 of which resulted in injuries.   

Damaged axles, blown tires or detached wheels, faulty brakes, defective hitches and 
unsecured loads are just some of the many factors in truck-related crashes. At times, 
unsecured loads or truck equipment flying into the path of other vehicles produced 
tragic consequences.      

While the OPP sees many safe transport truck drivers on Ontario roads, those who are 
not safe have far greater potential to cause death in the event of a collision than drivers 
of smaller vehicles.  Serious crashes often result in hours-long highway closures and 
traffic delays as police carry out collision investigations and clear these large vehicles 
from the road. 

QUOTE 

"A lot can go wrong when large commercial transport trucks are not driven safely or 
have unsecure loads and defective equipment. Our data shows that the outcome for 
other vehicle occupants involved in transport truck-related collisions is often fatal and 
catastrophic. For this reason, Operation Corridor is an important campaign to ensure 
transport truck drivers are safely operating and diligently maintaining their rigs at all 
times".  

- OPP Chief Superintendent Chuck Cox, Divisional Commander, Highway Safety 
Division. 

 

OPERATION CORRIDOR FLUSHES OUT AGGRESSIVE, UNSAFE COMMERCIAL 
TRANSPORT TRUCK DRIVERS  

Speeding and faulty equipment led the list of charges laid by the Ontario Provincial 
Police (OPP) during the 24-hour Operation Corridor commercial motor vehicle safety 
blitz (June 15-16, 2017). 

During the campaign, officers stopped more than 700 commercial transport trucks 
throughout the province. Officers laid 127 speeding charges against commercial 
transport truck drivers, surpassing all other charge categories.  
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Equipment was the second highest category, with 113 such charges. An equipment 
charge is laid when a transport truck has defective or missing equipment, such as brake 
lights, braking systems or tires.    

Other offences that resulted in significant charges were 78 seat belt charges, 57 follow 
too close charges, 40 distracted driving charges and 34 speed limiter charges. 

A total of 41 commercial transport trucks were taken out of service during the campaign. 

The OPP is reminding commercial truck drivers that safe driving, proper maintenance 
and adherence to inspection requirements at all times go a long way to making Ontario 
roads safe.  

 
OPP REMIND PUBLIC TO LOCK IT OR LOSE IT 

The Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is investigating a 
number of thefts from vehicles in the Municipality of Shuniah. The thefts have occurred 
on Green Point Road, Lakeshore Drive, Grandview Beach Road, and Silver Beach 
Road. 

Police have received reports of a number of unlocked vehicles that were entered and 
various items stolen including a laptop computer and currency. 

The OPP remind the public that thefts such as these are crimes of opportunity, when 
vehicles are left unlocked or valuables are visible, we make it easier for thefts to occur. 
It may be as simple as ensuring valuable are out of sight and taking the time to lock 
your vehicle. These thefts can be prevented by using some simple tips;  

·        Lock doors and pocket the keys 

·        Keep valuables out of sight 

·        Roll up windows 

These and other safety tips can be located on our website at www.opp.ca 

 

 

 

 

http://www.opp.ca/
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OPERATION FREEZE IS HELPING YOUTH COOL DOWN THIS SUMMER  

Demonstrating positive behaviour and participating in random acts of kindness is the 
"cool" thing to do this summer.  

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is proud to be partnering once again with Mac's 
Convenience Stores across Ontario for this year's for Operation Freeze 2017. 

OPP officers will be on the lookout and if they catch a youth showcasing positive 
behavior in their community they may receive a thank you in the form of a ticket for a 
Mac's Froster drink. 

A youth may receive a "positive ticket" from an officer for a number of positive 
behaviours: helping others in need, being leaders, doing a good deed and/or 
participating in community activities. Officers may also use the positive tickets as an 
'icebreaker' to interact with youth.  

In the summer of 2016, the OPP distributed over 27,500 Operation Freeze tickets 
throughout the province.  

Quotes 

"The positive ticketing program allows OPP officers to engage with youth in a positive 
way and help to build relationships and trust," said OPP Inspector Robyn MacEachern, 
OPP Community Safety Services.  

"Positive community engagement is an essential first step to breaking barriers and 
building trust," said Sean Sportun, ICPS - Manager, Loss Prevention & Security for 
Mac's in Central Canada.  

 

OPP TO PROVIDE FRONTLINE OFFICERS WITH NALOXONE AND MANDATORY 
PROTECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR DRUG SEARCHES 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) will provide naloxone to all frontline members and 
to those in designated specialized units. 

Each frontline officer is being issued a kit with two doses of naloxone nasal spray while 
on duty, while members of selected specialized units, such as Drug Enforcement Units 
and Community Street Crime Units, will each be issued a personal kit.  

The use of personal protective equipment will be mandatory while conducting suspected 
drug searches, seizures and/or sampling to help ensure the safety of OPP officers. 
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Frontline members will be required to wear protective equipment including a respiratory 
mask, safety glasses or goggles, nitrile gloves and long sleeve shirt or jacket. 

Health Canada testing determined fentanyl was present in 114 OPP seizures in 2016 
from the mainly rural communities the OPP serves, demonstrating it is an emerging and 
ongoing concern in all parts of Ontario. Testing results for 2017 are not yet available but 
the number of seizures with fentanyl present appears to be similar to 2016 levels. 

The primary purpose of the naloxone is for use if an officer is exposed, however, if there 
is a life-threatening situation and emergency medical services are not immediately 
available, officers will be trained to use it on a member of the public.  

The naloxone kits are an additional tool that OPP officers will be able to use to help 
keep our communities safe. Naloxone is an opioid antagonist that can reverse an opioid 
overdose for approximately 20 minutes to one hour, depending on the strength of the 
opioid. 

OPP members will receive training on the use of naloxone, the protective equipment 
and new procedures on how to handle any suspected controlled substance over the 
summer. The OPP is currently in the procurement process to acquire the naloxone kits.  

QUOTES: 

"We take the health and safety of our members and our communities very seriously. 
With the increased prevalence of fentanyl, fentanyl analogues and synthetic opioid 
powders on our streets, there is a very real danger of exposure and these steps are 
being taken to ensure the safety of those we serve and our officers."  

- Commissioner J.V.N. (Vince) Hawkes 

"The opioid crisis is a growing threat. Equipping OPP officers with naloxone kits will give 
vulnerable people timely access to this life-saving drug. When someone is overdosing, 
minutes can make the difference between life and death. This initiative will save lives." 

- Hon. Marie-France Lalonde, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services 

"The safety of our members is paramount and as we are seeing more fentanyl in 
various forms, the chance of exposure is increased. Having additional personal 
protective equipment and naloxone on hand could very well save the life of one of our 
members, or a member of the public."  

- Rob Jamieson, President, Ontario Provincial Police Association 
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DIALING 911 FOR EMERGENCIES 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are reminding people to use 911 for its intended 
purpose only, to report emergencies. 

Each time there is an accidental or 911 call for non-emergent incidents, it is consuming 
dispatcher time, hampering their ability to attend to real emergencies. It also ties up 
officer resources that could be better utilized to respond to actual emergencies to 
keeping our roads and communities safe. 

911 is for emergencies only and is meant to report issues in which life or property is 
immediately threatened. 911 should not be called for general incidents, but strictly for 
emergency situations. 

Children should also be taught the responsible use of 911, and that cellphones are not 
toys. Do not give your child an old cellphone to play with, even if there's no battery or 
SIM card. The removal of a SIM card from a cell phone still enables the device to call 
911, and cell phone users are encouraged to learn about how their devices can be 
locked to prevent accidental pocket dials.  

To report a non-emergent incident to police, citizens are asked to contact the Provincial 
Communications Centre at 1-888-310-1122 or contact your local police.  

  

NEEBING TAILGATE SALE 

On Saturday, June 17, 2017, P/C Diana Cole, and Forensic Identification / Explosive 
Disposal Officer Richard Cunningham attended the Neebing Tailgate Sale and 
fundraiser in support of the Neebing Fire Department. The officers interacted and 
provided information to the public but of most interest was the Explosive Disposal robot 
known as a Remote Mechanical Investigator (RMI). 

Members of the OPP’s Explosives Disposal Unit (EDU) are called in to investigate when 
an explosion has or possibly could occur. 

EDU trained officers provide expertise to “render safe” (disarm or destroy) Improvised 
Explosive Devices (IEDs).  They also dispose of abandoned explosives, military 
ordnance, ammunition and various other hazardous substances.  

EDU technicians use remote methods, whenever possible, to deactivate or destroy 
explosive devices. Equipment used includes robots, known as a Remote Mechanical 
Investigators (RMI), portable X-ray units, bomb suits, bomb shields, hook-and-line kits 
and water disruptors. 
 



                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

OPP “KIDS” GRADUATION 

Over the past 12 weeks, P/C Diana Cole has delivered the OPP KIDS Program to grade 
5/6 students from McKenzie Public School, Gorham and Ware Public School and 
Whitefish Valley Public School.  

The OPP KIDS Program, which stands for Knowledge, Issues, Decisions and Supports, 
is an OPP initiated program that consists of five components. The five components 
consist of: Youth and the Law, Peer to Peer Relationships, Online and Social Media 
Awareness, Drug Awareness, and Mental Health Awareness. The program is a 12 week 
program which involves use of a workbook, videos and classroom discussion regarding 
the component being taught.   

During the last week of school, the students from McKenzie Public School, Gorham and 
Ware Public School and Whitefish Valley Public School celebrated their hard work with 
a graduation. Each student received a diploma certificate, and an OPP KIDS T-shirt. 
The OPP would like to thank the principals and teachers for their support and 
participation with this program. 

 
CRIMESTOPPERS 

Break, enter and mischief in Neebing  

Crime Stoppers and the OPP are asking for assistance from the public in solving a 
break, enter and mischief that occurred in the Municipality of Neebing.  

Sometime during the evening of May 12, 2017, unknown suspect(s) attended the Big 
Thunder Ski Jump area in the Municipality of Neebing, and caused extensive damage to 
the facilities. 

Break, enter and theft in Neebing  

Crime Stoppers and the OPP are asking for assistance from the public in solving a 
break, enter and theft that occurred in the Municipality of Neebing.  

Sometime between the evening hours of May 21, 2017 and mid-afternoon of May 22, 
2017, unknown suspect(s) attended the Big Thunder Ski Jump area in the Municipality 
of Neebing, gained access to the interior of a storage container, and stole a 2007 
Yamaha snowmobile.   

Police are asking anyone with information regarding this investigation, to call OPP at 1-
888-310-1122 or if you wish to remain anonymous, Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) or submit a web tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  
 

http://www.tipsubmit.com/
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Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you could be eligible for a reward 
of up to $2000 for information that helps solve this theft or any other crime and you will 
never have to testify in court. 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 
 
 
July is…… 
Marine Safety Days 
18-26 National Drowning Prevention Week 
 
August is….. 
9 National Peacekeeper’s Day 
12 International Youth Day 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com

