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THUNDER BAY OPP – AUGUST NEWSLETTER 
 

OPP COMMUNICATIONS CENTRES INUNDATED WITH CALLS RELATED TO 
CANADA REVENUE AGENCY SCAM 

Last month, the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) warned the public with regards to the 
ongoing Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) Scam that is running rampant throughout 
Ontario. It has now come to our attention that our Provincial Communications Centres 
have been inundated with calls from the public advising that they received one of these 
calls. It is not necessary to contact the OPP to report that you have received one of 
these calls unless you are a victim of Fraud that can be attributed to this scam.  

Any calls regarding the Canada Revenue Agency Scam should be directed to the 
Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre at 1-888-495-8501 or to their website at 
www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca. This website will provide an online means of 
reporting and offers great tips so that you do not become a victim of this or any other 
fraud. 

Some of our Communications Centres have received upwards to 100 or more calls per 
day from people wanting to advise that they received one of these scam related calls 
and although your intentions are appreciated, it is these calls which are at times 
restricting the OPP’s ability to take calls for service from the public that require a police 
response. 

The following link to the Canada Revenue Agency website will assist in recognizing this 
and other scams that are plaguing Canadians:          

http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/nwsrm/lrts/2015/l150610-eng.html 

 
ARE ONTARIO DRIVERS GETTING BETTER OR WORSE AT SLOWING DOWN AND 
MOVING OVER FOR ROADSIDE EMERGENCY VEHICLES?  
OPP Launch “Move Over” Campaign Over Civic Day Long Weekend     
 
The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are reporting that 2015 marked one of the highest 
numbers of OPP charges laid against drivers who failed to slow down and move over 
for roadside emergency vehicles since the Move Over law was enacted in 2003. 
 
The OPP laid a total of 2,031 charges last year under Ontario’s Move Over law 
[Highway Traffic Act Section 159 (2)(3)]. The only year that saw a higher number was in 
2008 when more than 2,800 charges were laid.  
 

http://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/
http://www.cra-arc.gc.ca/nwsrm/lrts/2015/l150610-eng.html
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Over the Civic Day Long Weekend (July 29-August 1, 2016) the OPP will be conducting 
a Slow Down, Move Over enforcement and education campaign.  With heavy traffic 
volumes expected throughout the province, highways and roads will see a greater 
presence of roadside emergency vehicles, making it a particularly important time for 
drivers to act in accordance with this law.   

Drivers are being reminded that in 2015, the law was amended to include slowing down 
and, on multi-lane highways, moving over for tow trucks parked on the roadside with 
their amber lights flashing.  The law carries a fine range of $400 to $2,000 and three 
demerit points, but the cost is far greater to police officers, other responders and drivers 
of approaching vehicles who are involved in roadside collisions every year.         

In separate OPP-investigated incidents last year (2015), six OPP vehicles, another 
police vehicle, three ambulances and a tow truck were struck while stopped on the 
shoulder of a highway or road. The drivers who struck these vehicles were all charged 
under the Move Over law. 
 
“Making a traffic or emergency stop on the shoulder of a busy highway or road sets a 
dangerous stage for police officers and our road safety partners, due to the risk of being 
struck, injured or killed by approaching vehicles whose drivers are not paying full 
attention. We are counting on all drivers to help ensure the safety of everyone by 
slowing down and, on multi-lane highways, safely moving over.”      
- Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial Commander of Traffic Safety and 
Operational Support.  
 
“We hope that all Ontarians have a safe Civic Day Long Weekend, and that those on 
our roads drive safely.  We want to remind everyone of the importance of slowing down 
and, on multi-lane highways, moving over if it is safe to do so, when emergency 
vehicles – including tow trucks – are on the side of the road.  When you see emergency 
lights on the shoulder, moving over is not only the safe thing to do, it is the law. 
Motorists need to be aware of what’s happening on our highways and ensure they do 
their part to keep our roads safe for everyone. 
-  David Orazietti, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services 
   
Heading into the long weekend, the OPP is reporting that the past four days (July 23-
26) have been particularly tragic with nine people having died on OPP-patrolled roads. 
Two of the collisions resulted in multiple fatalities. Among the deceased were seven 
vehicle occupants, a motorcyclist and a cyclist. 
 
The OPP is reminding the public that officers will be out on roads, waterways and trails 
over the weekend and are counting on Ontarians and tourists to stay safe so that 
everyone can enjoy the weekend and make it home safely.  
 
 
 
 



                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

DID YOU KNOW? 
 

• Since 1989, five OPP officers have died when they or their roadside vehicles 
were struck by approaching vehicles. 
 

• Ontario was one of the first provinces to implement Move Over legislation. 
 

LEARN MORE 
 
Move Over. Leave a Lane. It's the Law.  
 
Road Safety: Emergency Vehicles 
  

WHAT TO DO WHEN ENOUNTERING AN EMERGENCY VEHICLE   

There are certain steps you need to take when an emergency vehicle is approaching in 
either direction. Find out what you need to do on different kinds of roads. 

On a multi-lane highway 

• Slow down, signal and move to the right. 
• If possible, pull as close as you can to the right side of the roadway and stop 

when safe to do so. 
• Don't move onto the shoulder. 

On a two-lane road 

• Signal and move to the right. 
• Pull as close as possible to the right edge of the road, clear of any intersection, 

and stop. 

On a one-way street 

• Signal and pull to the right or the left side of the street, clear of any intersection, 
and stop. 

In an intersection 

• Traffic in all directions must yield to emergency vehicles. 
• Don't block the intersection. 
• If an emergency vehicle is approaching from behind you, don't make a left turn - 

proceed straight through the intersection, then pull to the right and stop. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F4Xcde3_jBE
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/emergency-vehicles.shtml
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Approaching a stopped emergency vehicle 

"Slow Down, Move Over": If you see an emergency vehicle or a tow truck with its amber 
lights flashing stopped facing the same direction you are going, slow down and pass 
with caution. 

If the road has two or more lanes, you must leave a lane of space between you and the 
emergency vehicle, if you can do so safely. 

Tips 

• stay alert 
• avoid distractions 
• keep the noise level down in your vehicle 
• use your signals to alert other drivers you intend to pull over 
• check your rear-view mirrors, and look in front and on both sides of your vehicle 
• don't drive on or block the shoulder on freeways 
• when the emergency vehicle has passed, check to make sure the way is clear 

and signal before merging back into traffic 
• it's illegal to follow a fire vehicle or ambulance responding to a call, within 150 

metres 

Penalties 

Drivers can be charged if they don't slow down, or move over when safe to do so, near 
emergency vehicles or tow trucks that are stopped with sirens or lights flashing. 

First offence: 

• $400 to $2,000 
• 3 demerit points upon conviction 
• possible suspension of driver's licence for up to 2 years 

Subsequent offences (within 5 years): 

• $1,000 to $4,000 
• 3 demerit points upon conviction 
• possible jail time (up to 6 months) 
• possible suspension of driver's licence for up to 2 years 

Preceding information provided by the Ministry of Transportation 
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NEW RULES AT PEDESTRIAN CROSSOVERS AND SCHOOL CROSSINGS 

As of January 1, 2016, drivers, including cyclists, must stop and yield the whole 
roadway at pedestrian crossovers, school crossings and other locations where there is 
a crossing guard. 

These new rules do not apply to pedestrian crosswalks at intersections with stop signs 
or traffic signals, unless a school crossing guard is present. 

Only when pedestrians and school crossing guards have crossed and are safely on the 
sidewalk can drivers and cyclists proceed. 

For Pedestrians 

It is up to both drivers and pedestrians to keep everyone safe on Ontario roads. Learn 
more about how to stay safe as a pedestrian and as a driver. 

• Cross only at marked crosswalks or traffic lights. Don't cross in the middle of the 
block or between parked cars. 

• Make sure drivers see you before you cross. If the driver is stopped, make eye 
contact before you step into the road. 

• Wear bright or light-coloured clothing or reflective strips, especially at dusk or when 
it's dark. 

• At a traffic light:  
o Cross when traffic has come to a complete stop. 
o Begin to cross at the start of the green light or “Walk” signal, where 

provided.  
o Do not start to cross if you see a flashing “Do Not Walk” symbol or the 

light turns yellow.  If you already started to cross, complete your crossing 
in safety. 

o Never cross on a red light. 
• Watch for traffic turning at intersections or turning into and leaving driveways. 

For Drivers 

Pay special attention to pedestrians as you drive. Here are some tips to follow: 

• Always look for pedestrians, especially when turning. 
• Watch for children. Drive slowly and cautiously through school zones, residential 

areas, or any other area where children could be walking or playing. 
• Watch out for Community Safety Zone signs that indicate areas where public 

safety is a special concern, including the possibility of encountering pedestrians. 
• Be patient, especially with seniors or pedestrians with disabilities who need more 

time to cross the road. 
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• Drive carefully near streetcar stops with islands or zones for passengers getting 
on and off. Pass them at reasonable speeds, and always be ready in case 
pedestrians make sudden or unexpected moves. 

Fines 

Drivers will be fined $150 to $500 and 3 demerit points for offences at pedestrian 
crossings, school crossings and at crosswalks where there are traffic signals. The 
maximum fine for running a red light - a practice that puts pedestrians at risk - is $200 to 
$1000.  

Fines are doubled in Community Safety Zones, near schools and public areas. These 
areas are clearly marked with signs. 

For Parents 

Show your children how to cross a road safely. Teach them to: 

• Stay to the side of the road, walking as far away from traffic as they safely can. 
• Stop at the edge of the sidewalk, and look both ways before crossing the road. 
• Take extra care on roadways that have no curbs. 
• Watch out for blind corners (for example, a car coming out of an alley may not 

see a child pedestrian about to cross). 

Preceding information provided by the Ministry of Transportation 

 
SAFETY REMINDERS FOR BACK TO SCHOOL  
 
Students from the Lakehead District School Board will be returning to school on 
Tuesday, August 30, 2016. Students from the Thunder Bay Catholic District School 
Board will be returning to school on Wednesday, September 7, 2016. As students return 
to their respective schools, here are some back to school safety reminders: 

School Bus Travel 

Research conducted by Transport Canada shows that school bus travel is one of the 
safest methods of transportation. It is 16 times safer than travelling in a family car per 
passenger/kilometre of travel. Although school buses have an excellent safety record, 
mishaps can happen. These mishaps can include instances where children are injured 
while riding on the bus. It is more common however, for injuries to be sustained once 
outside the bus, including being hit by their own school bus or other vehicles. 

Every driver must remember that when approaching a stopped school bus (on a non-
divided road) that has its overhead red signal-lights flashing and side stop sign out, 
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must stop before reaching the bus and must not proceed until the bus moves or the 
overhead red signal-lights have stopped flashing. 

Getting to and on the school bus:  

• Arrive at the bus stop at least five minutes before the scheduled pick up time.  
• Children should never run after the school bus to try to catch it. If you miss the 

bus, go back home or if you are at school, report to a teacher.  
• Stay on the sidewalk, well away from the roadway and stay back until the bus 

has come to a full stop and the door opens. If your child needs to cross the 
street, teach them to look to the left, then to the right, and to the left once more 
before crossing the street. 

• Use the handrail when boarding or exiting the bus. 

Riding on the school bus: 
 

• Take a seat as quickly as possible, put belongings under the seat and stay 
seated.  

• Never stick anything out of the window, including arms or heads. 
• Save food for snack time at school or until you get home.  
• Wait until the school bus comes to a complete stop before getting off. 

 

After riding on the school bus: 
 

• When getting off the bus: take two large steps away from bus. If you must walk in 
front of the bus, walk ahead at least three metres (10 giant steps).  

• The driver must be able to see you and will give a signal when it is safe to cross.  
Cross in a single file. 

• If a child drops something near or under the school bus, they should never 
attempt to retrieve it without the driver's permission. 

Travel by Car 

Parents and guardians must respect their child’s school safety measures for dropping 
off and picking up their children at school. Every effort must be made to avoid collision 
and injury by refraining to create hazardous situations of traffic congestion and unsafe 
driving practices within the school zone. Respect posted speed limits, and designated 
drop-off and pick-up areas. 

Travel by Bicycle 

To ride a bicycle to and from school, children must be mature enough (minimum 9 – 12 
years old), and must have enough experience. The rider should be able to scan ahead 
and check behind without swerving. 
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To ensure safe cycling, young cyclists must: 

• Wear a properly-fitted helmet, and have clothes that are suited for cycling (e.g. 
their pants tucked in). 

• Have their bikes fitted properly and in good working order. The bike should have 
a regular maintenance check-up and should have a bell. It is also a good idea to 
have a safety flag. 

• Know and obey all traffic rules, signs and signals. They must signal turns and 
stops. Ride in a straight line in the same direction as traffic and stop at every stop 
sign. 

• Be predictable to other road users by riding with the traffic usually on the right 
hand side of the roadway. 

• Never ride in the dark. If an older child must ride in the dark, make sure that 
reflective clothing and night-accessories (e.g. reflectors and lights) are used. 

Walking to school 

Many children use roadways to make their way to and from school. Parents and 
guardians must review road safety rules with their children and the importance of not 
accepting rides or any invitations from strangers. It is best to walk with a buddy and 
keep focused on getting straight home. 

To keep safe on roads, children pedestrians must: 

• Find a safe and direct route to school with the help of their parents. Hazards 
should be identified (train tracks, busy intersections, etc.) and a designated route 
with safety rules should be established. 

• Stay on sidewalks whenever possible. If there is no sidewalk, use the left side of 
the road facing traffic. 

• Cross streets only at crosswalks and learn to look to the left, the right and then 
left again before proceeding, even at intersections with pedestrian walk signs. 

• Wait until traffic comes to a stop before crossing. Make sure drivers see you 
before you cross. 

Prevention is the key to safety. With education and awareness, all children should be 
able to get safely to school and home again. Take the time to share these valuable rules 
and tips with your children. 

Preceding information provided by Canada Safety Council 
 

SUCCESSFUL CAN-AM POLICE FIRE GAMES COME TO A CLOSE 

Thunder Bay played host to 571 competitors and their families from 18 U.S. states and 
7 Canadian provinces as well as Australia, England and Ukraine. Several competitors 
registered for multiple events resulting in a total of 1,880 event entries. 

“Five years of planning has paid off and led to a very successful Games experience,” 
says Thunder Bay Police Chief and Games Board Chair J.P. Levesque. 



                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

 “Thunder Bay has once again stepped up and shown what true hospitality means and 
displayed the true spirit of volunteerism. Competitors gave it their best in their events, 
had fun and met new friends and comrades. This is exactly what we had hoped for.” 

“On behalf of the Can-Am Police-Fire Games Federation we want to send out a big 
thank you to Games Chair and Police Chief J.P. Levesque and the rest of the Thunder 
Bay organizing committee for a wonderful week of camaraderie and fitness for all of our 
competitors and their families,” says Bill Merrrylees, CEO of the Can-Am Police-Fire 
Games Federation. “Many competitors approached me this week to tell me how much 
they enjoyed the venues and socials and say how nice the volunteers were and made 
them feel at home. Thank you Thunder Bay!!” 

Hosting an international event of this calibre is only possible with the support of the 
community and expectations were exceeded with 544 volunteers and over 100 
sponsors coming on board. 

Organizers are proud of the stamp Thunder Bay has put on the Can-Am Games. 
Civilian emergency services personnel were eligible to compete for the first time. Cross 
fit and bocce were added to the Games program and made successful debuts. The 25 
team entries for the Angling event is the most ever for a Can-Am Games.  

The “Guns ‘n Hoses” competitors lounge was much more successful than at recent 
other Games. Competitors also enjoyed the enhanced social media presence provided 
by the 2016 Games. 

The two Thunder Bay athletes presented with the ceremonial number one and two race 
bibs just prior to the Games did not disappoint. Jon Balabuck of Thunder Bay Fire 
Rescue wore the #1 bib and competed in 25 events winning 17 gold and 7 silver 
medals. The #2 bib belonged to Thunder Bay Police communications operator Ashley 
Goodlad who entered 15 events and won 14 gold medals and 1 bronze. 

Several athletes representing the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) placed in the medal 
standings. 

Presented by Tbaytel, the 2016 Can-Am Police-Fire Games began July 16. The Games 
are a not-for-profit event in support of the Boys & Girls Clubs of Thunder Bay and 
Thunder Bay Special Olympics. An announcement will follow in the weeks ahead 
regarding the amount raised for these worthwhile charities. 

Started in 1977, the Can-Am Police-Fire Games promote physical fitness and 
camaraderie among and between law enforcement, fire, emergency and protective 
services personnel and their agencies. The Games are held every two years in either 
Canada or the U.S. The next Games will be held in Lake of the Ozarks, Missouri in 
2018. 
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CRIME STOPPERS 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 
 
August is…… 
9 National Peacekeeper’s Day 
12 International Youth Day 
 
September is…… 
10 World Suicide Prevention Day 
20 World Alzheimer’s Day 
25 Police and Peace Officers’ National Memorial Day 
 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Safety Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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