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THUNDER BAY OPP – AUGUST NEWSLETTER 

OPP REPORT NUMEROUS DEATHS ON ONTARIO ROADS OVER THE JULY 14-16 
WEEKEND; THREE MOTORCYCLISTS AMONG THE DECEASED 

A particularly tragic weekend (July 14-16) had the Ontario Provincial Police responding 
to four fatal collisions, which claimed the lives of seven people, including three 
motorcyclists.        

In a triple-fatality incident on Saturday, a pick-up truck collided with a commercial truck 
in northwestern Ontario, killing all three occupants of the pick-up truck. Speed was a 
factor in the collision. The commercial truck driver was reported as driving properly at 
the time. On the same day, a vehicle traveling on a secondary highway in central 
Ontario crossed the centre line, striking four of seven motorcyclists traveling in the 
opposite direction. Two of the motorcyclists - a man and a woman - died and two other 
motorcyclists received life-threatening injuries.  

A third motorcyclist died in central Ontario on Saturday after colliding with a minivan. All 
three motorcyclists involved in these two separate incidents were reported as driving 
properly at the time of the collisions.   

A seventh person died as a result of being pinned between his pick-up truck and a tree 
in central Ontario. The man was outside the truck, trying to stop it when it rolled down 
an embankment and trapped him when it struck a tree.  

The Canada Day Long Weekend also ended on a tragic note with five people dying in 
collisions on Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)-patrolled roads.   

Two of the fatal collisions involved motorcycles, resulting in the deaths of both 
motorcycle drivers. Excessive speed was reported as a factor in one of the incidents.  

The OPP is reminding road users to not let their guard down during the summer 
months, when Ontario roads are extra busy with residents and tourists taking family 
vacations and traveling throughout the province. 

Drivers need to be particularly mindful of safely sharing the road with motorcycles, 
which can be difficult to see and require a watchful eye at all times.     

The OPP is also issuing a reminder that while they remain committed to keeping the 
motoring public safe, road users play a vital role in reducing the number of deaths, by 
driving safely and being a responsible passenger that does not tolerate traveling with an 
unsafe driver.        
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SPEEDERS DRIVE ROAD DEATHS UP - OPP TO CRACK DOWN          

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is pointing to speeding drivers as the number one 
cause in road fatalities so far this year, with the death toll in this category 76 per cent 
higher than this time last year.  

As of July 23, 2017 speeding has been linked with 39 road deaths on OPP-patrolled 
roads, compared to 17 in 2016.   

Excessive speed continues to threaten the safety of other road users with more than 
1,400 charges so far this year laid by the OPP against drivers clocked at 50 km/h or 
more over the posted speed limit.   

QUOTES 

"For some drivers, instances of speeding and other forms of aggressive driving are 
frequent and for others, they are part of their everyday driving behaviour. Last year, our 
officers laid more than 240,000 speeding charges against drivers who took the lives of 
other road users into their own hands." 

- OPP Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial Commander of Traffic Safety and 
Operational Support         

"Aggressive driving-related deaths have dramatically increased in Ontario in the last 
year. We all have a responsibility to ensure our roads are safe.” 

- Marie-France Lalonde, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services 

"Even one life lost to reckless or dangerous driving is one life too many. Excessive 
speeding is completely unacceptable and I urge everyone travelling on the roads to 
slow down and stay safe. We take our work with our enforcement and other road safety 
partners to save more lives seriously and remind everyone of the real-life consequences 
of street racing - all drivers who put others on the road at risk by driving aggressively - 
could face a jail term of up to six month, fines of up to $10,000 and prolonged licence 
suspension upon conviction.  

- Steven Del Duca, Minister of Transportation 

LEARN MORE 

Aggressive driving and road rage 

 
 
 

https://www.ontario.ca/document/official-mto-drivers-handbook/dealing-particular-situations#section-2
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CIVIC DAY LONG WEEKEND – FOCUS MOVE OVER 
 
Over the Civic Day Long Weekend (August 4 – August 7, 2017) the OPP will be 
conducting a Slow Down, Move Over enforcement and education campaign.  With 
heavy traffic volumes expected throughout the province, highways and roads will see a 
greater presence of roadside emergency vehicles, making it a particularly important 
time for drivers to act in accordance with this law.   

Drivers are being reminded that in 2015, the law was amended to include slowing down 
and, on multi-lane highways, moving over for tow trucks parked on the roadside with 
their amber lights flashing.  The law carries a fine range of $400 to $2,000 and three 
demerit points, but the cost is far greater to police officers, other responders and drivers 
of approaching vehicles who are involved in roadside collisions every year.         

The move over law requires motorists, upon noticing an incoming emergency vehicle 
(ambulance, police or fire), coming from any direction with sirens or flashing lights 
operating, to move to the farthest right lane, or the shoulder of the road and stop, until 
the vehicle has passed by. 

Section 159 (2,3) of the Highway Traffic Act also requires, if there are multiple lanes in 
your direction of travel, that drivers slow down and vacate the lane adjacent the 
emergency vehicle, if it can be done safely.  This provides a buffer lane to stopped 
service vehicles with active strobing or rotating lights - including tow trucks with their 
flashing amber lights activated.  

If you can’t move over safely (i.e. you would cut-off the left lane driver), you must slow 
down while passing the stopped emergency vehicle.  In Ontario, you must slow to below 
the posted speed limit as necessary to avoid endangering roadside personnel. 

Failing to respond to an emergency vehicle 

Penalties and fines regarding reacting to an approaching or stopped emergency vehicle 
include: 

• First Offence: $400 to $2,000, plus three demerit points upon conviction. 
• Subsequent Offence (within 5 years): $1,000 to $4,000, possible jail time up to 

six months and possible suspension of driver’s licence for up to two years. 

View one of our videos about the importance of the Move Over law on 
our YouTube channel.  

• Two lane road: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5L4TQNIq4I 
• Multi-lane road: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxELQ-fVfQA 

More information about road safety and emergency vehicles can be found on the 
Ministry of Transportation Ontario website.  

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UClv1guXFfJ0wudtzdcHSI_g?nohtml5=False
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=I5L4TQNIq4I
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PxELQ-fVfQA
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/emergency-vehicles.shtml
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You can also consult the Ontario Driver’s Handbook for guidance on reacting to a 
stopped emergency vehicle or tow truck.  

 

SILVER HARBOUR DAY IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF SHUNIAH 

On Saturday, August 19, 2017, the Lakehead Region Conservation Authority (LRCA) 
and the Municipality of Shuniah will co-host host a fun-filled and educational day at one 
of the LRCA’s most popular Conservation Areas, Silver Harbour Conservation Area in 
the Municipality of Shuniah. This event is part of the Canada 150 celebrations and the 
Municipality anniversary. 
 
Officers from Thunder Bay OPP and Thunder Bay OPP Marine Unit will attend and dock 
their boat at the Conservation area. Officers will be available to provide information and 
answer questions that the public may have.      
Merchandise Sales Online 
 
 
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM FRAUD - BUYING AND SELLING MERCHANDISE   
 
Buying merchandise 
 
Canadians need to be cautious when buying merchandise online and are encouraged to 
fully review feedback and to deal with companies or individuals that they know by 
reputation or from past experience. If the buyer is not familiar with a particular seller, 
they should independently verify who they are. A good rule of thumb: if the asking price 
of a product is too good to be true, it is. 
 
Warning signs - How to protect yourself 

• Never make a deal outside the auction site, and be cautious of items offered 
through online classified ads for extremely low prices. 

• Beware if there is limited or no feedback rating on sellers. 
• Beware of sellers from overseas. 
• Use a credit card when shopping online. Customers are offered protection and 

may receive a refund. 
• Inspect the website thoroughly. Often counterfeit websites will contain spelling 

mistakes and grammatical errors. 

Selling goods online 

Consumers who sell merchandise online are susceptible to becoming victims. This can 
lead to the loss of merchandise, funds or both. Fraudsters contact potential victims 
through email or text with a general message asking about the item for sale.  

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section2.10.12.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section2.10.12.shtml
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Fraudsters claim to be located out of town and offer to buy the item unseen. The seller 
will receive a spoofed PayPal email message or email money transfer notification, which 
claims the payment, is pending. The message says that the funds will cover the cost of 
the item, plus shipping. However, in order for the funds to be released, a tracking 
number for the shipment must be provided by the seller. In other words, the funds will 
only accessible once the seller ships the product, gets the shipment's tracking number 
and provides the tracking number to the fraudster. The seller then learns that the 
payment notification is spoofed and no funds are available. 

In a variation, the fraudsters send a follow-up email advising the seller that they cannot 
send the payment due to a problem with the seller's PayPal or bank account. Sellers are 
told they are required to pay $500 to get a business account with the selected payment 
provider to complete the transaction. The fraudster will offer to pay this fee if the seller 
reimburses them for the cost. The seller is then directed to send the reimbursement 
using a money service business such as MoneyGram or Western Union. The seller 
once again learns that the payment notification is spoofed and no funds are available. 

Warning signs - How to protect yourself 

• Always meet in a local, public and safe location to complete the exchange. 
• Beware of generic emails with bad grammar. 
• Beware of overseas buyers who want to buy sight unseen. 
• Review all emails to ensure they are not spoofed. 
• Never send money to get money. 
• Do an open source search to see if anyone has reported the fraudulent seller. 

The preceding information is provided by the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre. 

 

THUNDER BAY OPP INVESTIGATE THEFTS FROM VEHICLES AND VEHICLE 
THEFTS IN SHUNIAH 

The Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is investigating a 
number of thefts from vehicles that have occurred over the last few weeks and two 
vehicle thefts that have occurred in the Municipality of Shuniah. 

Police have received reports of a number of unlocked vehicles that were entered and 
various items and currency stolen. On Saturday, July 8, 2017 a truck was stolen from an 
Alder Road address and on Tuesday, July 11, 2017 a truck was stolen from a Sunrise 
Beach Road address. Both of the trucks have since been recovered and the 
investigation is continuing. 

The OPP request that any suspicious activity be reported immediately  
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The OPP want to emphasize to the public that thefts such as these, are crimes of 
opportunity. When vehicles are left unlocked or valuables are visible, we make it easier 
for thefts to occur. It may be as simple as ensuring valuable are out of sight, removing 
vehicle keys from the vehicle and taking the time to lock your vehicle.  

These thefts can be prevented by using some simple tips;  

·       Lock doors and pocket the keys 

·       Keep valuables out of sight 

·       Roll up windows 

These and other safety tips can be located on our website at www.opp.ca 

  

CONSUMERS AND VENDORS - BE WARY OF COUNTERFEIT CASH 

Police are warning Ontario residents of counterfeit currency making the rounds, which 
can leave consumers and vendors as victims in its wake. 

Since the beginning of 2017, Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) have received 82 reports 
of counterfeit bills in its West Region alone, ranging in value from 5-dollar to 100-dollar 
bills in Canadian and United States banknotes. 

The OPP is partnering with the Bank of Canada and the Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police (RCMP) to educate citizens and business owners about how to spot counterfeit 
currency and what to do when they encounter fake cash. The RCMP reports 17,504 
counterfeit Canadian banknotes passed in 2016 -- 3,934 of those (roughly 22 percent) 
were passed in Ontario. 

TIPS 

When dealing with someone who is attempting to pass counterfeit bank notes, cash 
handlers must ensure their own safety first. Here are some things you can look for: 

• Be especially careful during busy periods, when counterfeit notes are more likely 
to be passed; 

• Be wary of customers who want to pay with much higher denominations of bills 
than needed; 

• If possible, keep the suspicious bank note and record all relevant information 
about the bill and the person, such as denomination, serial number, time, 
context, physical descriptions, and vehicles and licence plates; 

• Contact your local police service; 

http://www.opp.ca/
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• Give the suspicious bank note to the police and request a receipt -- if the note is 
genuine, it will be returned to you. 

• Remember, someone passing a counterfeit bank note may not be aware it is 
phoney -- he or she could also be an unwitting victim of crime. 

 CHECK YOUR CASH 

Even with new technology, no counterfeiter is able to produce an exact duplicate of a 
genuine bank note - a counterfeit is always an inferior copy of the original. At first 
glance, a good counterfeit looks like 'the real deal.' But if you know what to look for - 
and feel for - it only takes a few seconds to detect a fake. Read more about Canadian 
bank note security features at the Bank of Canada website. 

QUICK FACTS 

• The Bank of Canada is the only institution legally authorized to issue Canadian 
currency. 

• $75-billion worth of Canadian banknotes are currently in circulation. The most 
frequently used denominations are 20-dollar and 100-dollar bills. 

• Large scale counterfeit currency activity in Canada is usually facilitated by 
organized crime groups involved in other criminal activities including, weapons 
offences, drugs and identity theft. 

• Possession, use or creation of counterfeit currency is an indictable offence 
punishable upon conviction by up to 14 years in prison. 

QUOTE 

"Counterfeit deterrence requires a team approach from all partners including law 
enforcement agencies, the Bank of Canada, retailers and the public working together. If 
you come across phoney money, contact your local police service." 

-- Chief Superintendent J.E. (John) Tod, OPP Investigation and Support Bureau 

 

CRIME STOPPERS - BREAK, ENTER AND THEFT IN SHUNIAH 

Crime Stoppers and the OPP are asking for assistance from the public in solving a 
break, enter and theft that occurred in the Municipality of Shuniah.  
 
Sometime between the evening hours of July 13, 2017 and mid-night of July 13, 2017, 
unknown suspect(s) attended the Garden Lake Timber yard in the Municipality of 
Shuniah, gained access to the property, broke into a storage shed and stole a number 
of wooden building materials.   
 

http://www.bankofcanada.ca/banknotes/bank-note-series/polymer/
http://www.bankofcanada.ca/banknotes/bank-note-series/polymer/
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Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
August is….. 
9 National Peacekeeper’s Day 
12 International Youth Day 
 
 
September is…… 
10 World Suicide Prevention Day 
21 World Alzheimer’s Day 
24 Police and Peace Officers National Memorial Day 
 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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