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THUNDER BAY OPP – SEPTEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

 
OPP REALIGNING DETACHMENTS IN NORTH WEST REGION FOR GREATER 
EFFICIENCY  

A recent review of Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) detachments in the North West 
Region identified some opportunities for efficiencies and reinvestment.  As a result, the 
Armstrong Detachment ceased to be a “stand-alone” detachment on August 1, 2016 
and became part of the Thunder Bay Detachment as a satellite detachment.  

The OPP continuously evaluates its operations to seek efficiencies and keep policing 
affordable for all the communities it serves. All levels of management, the Ontario 
Provincial Police Association, the Commissioned Officers Association and involved 
stakeholders have been engaged in this process to identify and address any concerns 
prior to the implementation. 

Staffing levels at Armstrong Detachment will remain the same and the change will not 
affect frontline policing services or hours of operation.  

The OPP will continue to exceed adequacy and effectiveness standards for policing 
everywhere we serve. 

 
OPP REMIND MOTORISTS DRIVE WITH CAUTION CHILDREN ARE HEADING 
BACK TO SCHOOL 
 
Once again it is time for students to head back to school and for motorists to be on the 
lookout for school buses and students. The Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police (OPP) would like to remind everyone that school buses will be on area 
roadways and highways beginning Tuesday, August 30, 2016.  
 
Every driver encountering a stopped school bus that has its overhead red signal lights 
flashing, shall stop before reaching the bus and shall not proceed until the bus moves or 
the overhead red signals have stopped flashing (Section 175(11), (12) of the Highway 
Traffic Act). The minimum fine for failing to stop for a school bus is $400. 
 
Many children walk to school and motorists should also be aware of the increased 
pedestrian traffic as children make their way to school. Many may be distracted for the 
first day of class. Slowdown in school zones and be extra cautious. Motorists should 
watch for Community Safety Zones, where speeding fines are increased. Community 
Safety Zones are clearly marked with road signs and are found near schools. 
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Adjust your driving, pay attention and be prepared to stop for children and school buses. 
Make it safe for everyone. 
 
 
LOCAL MAN CREDITS LIFE JACKETS FOR SAVING HIS AND HIS SON’S LIVES 
DURING ORDEAL ON LAKE SUPERIOR 
 
On Saturday, June 11, 2016, a 43 year old male from Thunder Bay and his 12-year-old 
son set out fishing in a canoe at Portage Bay on Lake Superior.  The male and his son, 
who were both wearing their lifejackets, set out at about 12:00pm on a hot, sunny day, 
with calm waters. 
 
A short time later, the wind picked up causing the waves to grow.  At this time, the male 
decided to return to shore. As they struggled to turn the canoe around to head to shore, 
the water and waves became very rough and pushed the canoe further out of the bay.  
 
At approximately 12:35pm, a large wave lifted the canoe causing it to capsize, throwing 
the two males into Lake Superior. They were able to swim to the canoe with the 
assistance of their lifejackets and subsequently uprighted the canoe but it had filled with 
water. The son was able to sit in the canoe in waist deep water while his father hung on 
to the side of the canoe. 
 
The two males attempted to wave for help with no response from anyone. The waves 
pushed the canoe into Black Bay and eventually further towards Black Bay Peninsula. 
The boat capsized several more times as large waves continued to hit the canoe.  
 
The male’s wife, who was very concerned for the safety of her husband and son, 
summoned the help of a local fisherman who began searching for the canoe.  
At approximately 6:00pm, the wife reported her concern to officers from the Thunder 
Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) and OPP Marine officers were 
dispatched shortly thereafter. 
 
During this time, the wife was advised by a neighbour that an OPP officer had a camp in 
the area. The wife attended and spoke with the off duty OPP officer who immediately 
got in his boat to look for the two males. At the time, the waves were five to six feet high 
with strong, gusty winds. At approximately 6:45pm, the officer located the father and 
son. 
 
The father and son had been in the water of Lake Superior for approximately six hours. 
The officer transported the two males back to shore, and both were transported to 
hospital by ambulance for medical attention.  
 
The male has indicated that without the life jackets both he and his son were wearing, 
they would not be alive today. He also feels their survival can be attributed to the fact 
that they both were able to remain calm and patient while waiting for help to arrive. 
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EQUIPMENT TO HAVE ON BOARD FOR BOATING SAFETY  
 
This year to date, there have been 12 boating fatalities on OPP patrolled waterways, 
with two of those fatalities occurring in the North West Region. 
 
If you were out on the water would you recognize the signs of a vessel in distress? And 
more importantly, do you have all of the required safety equipment on board and do you 
and your crew know how to use it? 
 
All pleasure craft operating on Canadian waterways must carry specified safety 
equipment for their size and type of vessel, as set out in Small Vessel Regulations. It’s 
the law.  
 
Regardless of the boating activity you enjoy, from power boating and riding personal 
watercraft, to canoeing, kayaking, sailing, you must have the minimum required safety 
equipment on board. The right safety equipment may be the only thing between you and 
a tragedy, should things go wrong on the water. 
 
The Small Vessel Regulations set out the specific requirements for sailboards; 
paddleboats and water cycles; canoes, kayaks, rowboats and rowing shells; unpowered 
and powered pleasure craft under 6 meters; PWCs; and all pleasure craft over 6 metres 
in length. As your recreational vessel’s size increases, so do the requirements for 
additional equipment. 
 
So let’s look at the requirements for a typical 7 metre pleasure craft.  
The first thing up is Personal Protection Equipment. The law requires that you have one 
Canadian-approved personal flotation (PFD) device or lifejacket of an appropriate size 
for every person on board. Pay special attention to your children’s PFDs. These should 
be selected by size and weight, and have collars to keep their heads up in the water, a 
handle on the collar to lift them and a safety strap so the PFD does not slide up over 
their head. You might also wish to look into the new lines of inflatable PFDs.  
 
These recently approved devices are lightweight, comfortable and cool in the summer’s 
heat but must be worn while underway to qualify as an approved PFD. 
 
The next key piece of your Personal Protection Equipment is a buoyant heaving line or 
an approved lifebuoy or ring. Both of these devices must have a line attached of at least 
15 metres in length, providing for a good throwing distance to rescue someone who has 
found themselves in the water and in trouble. These pieces of equipment should be kept 
where it can be retrieved for instant use. To rescue someone from the water, every 
vessel with a freeboard (the distance from the water to the gunnel or edge of the boat) 
that is greater the 0.5 metres must also have a re-boarding device or ladder. 
 
Boat Safety Equipment is next on the list of mandatory safety equipment. For our 
sample 7 metre craft you must carry a manual propelling device or an anchor with not 
less than 15 metres of rope, chain or cable. Should you find yourself with a mechanical 
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failure or out of wind, you must be able to paddle or row yourself to safety, or anchor to 
avoid drifting into danger. 
 
To keep your boat safe, you must also carry a bailing device. A bailer made from a 
bleach bottle or a manual pump that meets requirements for this size of boat. One key 
thing to remember is that the outlet hose on the manual pump must be long enough to 
reach from the bilge and over the side of the boat. 
 
For all pleasure craft that are power driven, the law requires one class 5BC fire 
extinguisher. If your boat is equipped with a fuel burning-cooking, heating or 
refrigerating device, a second 5BC fire extinguisher is required. Remember to have your 
fire extinguishers inspected regularly. 
 
To summon aid in case of emergency, specific Distress Equipment is required.  Your 
boat must have a watertight flashlight for signaling and a minimum of 6 Canadian 
approved Type A, B or C flares. Keep the flares in a waterproof container to protect 
them from the damp. 
 
The last requirement is to equip your boat with the specified Navigation Equipment for 
your size and type. You must have a sound signaling device, consisting of a whistle or 
air horn and navigation lights that meet the applicable standards set out in the Collision 
Regulations. 
 
Remember this is a list of the minimum safety equipment required by law. It is a great 
idea to outfit your boat with extra safety that meets you type of boating ad takes into 
consideration where you boat. Store all of your equipment in an easily accessible 
location and make sure all of your passengers know where the equipment is and how to 
use it. 
 
Training in the use of safety equipment is important, especially when it comes to flares. 
The Canadian Power and Sail Squadrons in co-operation with Orion and Transport 
Canada have developed a-hands on course in the proper use of signaling flares. They 
can be contacted at 1-888-277-2628 or www.cps-ecp.ca and click on 'courses'. 
  
To learn more about safety equipment and determine the required equipment for your 
type and size of vessel, you can also visit www.boatingsafety.gc.ca or call the Boating 
Safety Infoline at 1-800-267-6687 and remember, Boat Safe – Return Safe. Enjoy your 
time on the water and “have many happy returns.”  
 
 
ENJOY THE LABOUR DAY LONG WEEKEND BUT DON’T BE DISTRACTED WHILE 
DRIVING 
 
The Thunder Bay Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) would like to remind all motorists to 
be focused and attentive while driving during one of the year’s busiest weekends – The 
Labour Day Weekend. 
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Thunder Bay OPP officers will be on patrol on area highways and roadways looking for 
distracted drivers, impaired drivers, aggressive drivers and seat belt non-compliance. 
 
Distracted driving continues to be a serious issue on our roads. The distracted driving 
legislation came into effect in October 2009. As of September 1, 2015 the new set fine 
for driving with a hand held communication device is $490 and 3 demerit points upon 
conviction. 
 
The OPP continues to focus on safety for everyone using the roadways. Be safe and 
make good decisions to ensure you arrive home safely to your family. 
 
What counts as distracted driving 
When you aren’t focused on the road, things can happen fast. 
Using your phone to talk, text, check maps or choose a playlist while you’re behind the 
wheel all count as distracted driving – and they put you and others at risk. 
Other activities like eating, reading or typing a destination into a GPS are also 
dangerous when you’re behind the wheel. 
It doesn’t matter if you’re on a highway or stopped at a red light – distracted driving 
could cost you. 
 
Distracted driving statistics 
In Ontario, deaths from collisions caused by distracted driving have doubled since 2000. 
Ontario data on collisions from 2013 show: 

• one person is injured in a distracted-driving collision every half hour 
• a driver using a phone is four times more likely to crash than a driver focusing on 

the road 
 
 
Penalties for distracted driving 
The easiest way to avoid penalties for distracted driving is to not use a hand-held device 
when you’re behind the wheel. 
It’s against the law to use hand-held communication (e.g. your phone) and electronic 
entertainment devices (e.g. DVD player, e-reader) while driving. 
In fact, simply holding a phone or other device while driving is against the law. 
You can use: 

• a hands-free device (e.g. Bluetooth) but only to turn it on and off 
• a mounted device (e.g. phone, GPS) as long as it is secure  – not moving around 

while driving 
 
If convicted, the penalty you face depends on the kind of licence you hold and how long 
you’ve been driving. 
 
Drivers with A to G licences 
 



                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

If you have an A, B, C, D, E, F and/or G licence, you’ll face bigger penalties when 
convicted of distracted driving: 

• a fine of $490, if settled out of court (includes a victim surcharge and the court 
fee) 

• a fine of up to $1,000 if a summons is received or if you fight the ticket in court 
and lose three demerit points 

 
Novice drivers 
 
If you hold a G1, G2, M1 or M2 licence, and are convicted of distracted driving, you’ll 
face the same fines as drivers with A to G licences. But you won’t receive any demerit 
points. 
Instead of demerit points you’ll face: 

• a 30-day licence suspension for a first conviction 
• a 90-day licence suspension for a second conviction 
• cancellation of your licence and removal from the Graduated Licensing System 

(GLS) for a third conviction  
• to get your licence back you’d have to redo the GLS program 

 
Careless driving 
 
You could face more charges – for careless driving – if you endanger other people 
because of any kind of distraction. This includes distraction caused by both hand-held 
(e.g., phone) or hands-free (e.g., Bluetooth) devices. 
If convicted of careless driving, you may receive: 

• six demerit points 
• fines up to $2,000 and/or 
• a jail term of six months 
• a licence suspension of up to two years 

 
You could even be charged with dangerous driving – a criminal offence that carries 
heavier penalties, including jail terms of up to 10 years for causing bodily harm or up to 
14 years for causing death. 
 
Tips to avoid distracted driving 
Use any of these tips to avoid distracted driving and its penalties: 

• turn off your phone or switch it to silent mode before you get in the car put it in 
the glove compartment (lock it, if you have to) or in a bag on the back seat 

• before you leave the house, record an outgoing message that tells callers you’re 
driving and you’ll get back to them when you’re off the road  

• some apps can block incoming calls and texts, or send automatic replies to 
people trying to call or text you 

• ask a passenger to take a call or respond to a text for you if you must respond, or 
have to make a call or send a text, carefully pull over to a safe area 

• silence notifications that tempt you to check your phone 

https://www.ontario.ca/laws/statute/90h08#BK215
http://laws-lois.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/C-46/page-54.html#h-81
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Calling 911 
 
In an emergency, you can use your phone to call 911, but be sure to pull off the road to 
a safe area to make the call 

Preceding information from Ontario.ca 

 

OPP RECRUITING INFORMATION 

Being successfully hired by the Ontario Province Police today is more of a challenge 
than it was just a short time ago. 
 
The good news is that we are hiring recruits that are very competitive, something 
Commissioner Hawkes takes serious. 
 
Province-wide, the OPP should be seeing close to 100 new recruits hired for each 
Ontario Police College intake for the foreseeable future.   
 
So far in 2016, Uniform Recruiting has received over 1,000 applications from all 
Regions including some from outside of Ontario, and police officers from other services. 
 
In the Northwest Region in 2016, 24 applications have been received.  Of that number 
close to 50% are still in the recruiting process.  
 

POLICE AND PEACE OFFICERS MEMORIAL DAY  

Sunday, September 25, 2016 

On September 24, 1998 the Government of Canada officially proclaimed the last 
Sunday of September of every year as Police and Peace Officers’ National Memorial 
Day. This National Memorial Day gives Canadians an opportunity each year to formally 
express appreciation for the dedication of police and peace officers, which made the 
ultimate tragic sacrifice to keep our communities safe. 

Unfortunately, our comrades are falling at an alarming rate; six to eight officers a year 
for the last twenty-three years. We now have a total of approximately seven hundred 
officers on the Honour Roll. The importance of their sacrifice is overwhelming. 
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The Memorial Service is held every year to keep the memory of the men and women 
who have sacrificed their lives in the line of duty alive, and to ensure that the magnitude 
of their sacrifice will never be forgotten.  

In 1978, the first Memorial honoured 14 officers. In 2008, the names of over 742 officers 
were engraved on the Honour Roll along with the perimeter wall on Parliament Hill, 
overlooking the Ottawa River and the Supreme Court of Canada.  

BE CAREFUL WITH AUGMENTED REALITY PLAY 

The North West Region Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are reminding the public, young 
and old, to put their own safety and the safety of others first while using any augmented 
reality app.  Incidents of individuals walking with their focus on their phone and not on 
their surroundings, individuals entering private property to engage in augmented reality 
play, as well as individuals driving while using these apps have police concerned.   

Safety is everyone's concern. Please play responsibly - be aware of your surroundings, 
obey the laws in relation to other people's property, and don't play while driving. 

Distraction can kill! 

 

CRIME STOPPERS - CRIME TO BE SOLVED - BREAK AND ENTER 

Crime Stoppers and the Ontario Provincial Police are asking for your help in solving a 
break and enter that occurred between May and July 2016 in Shuniah. 
 
A garage at a residence was broken into and a large Snap On rolling tool chest 
containing a substantial quantity of mechanics tools was stolen.  Along with the tools, an 
orange coloured 5 ton floor jack and 2 Hein Warner bottle jacks were also stolen. 
 
Anyone with information about who may be responsible for this crime or any other crime 
is asked to call Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 or submit a web tip at 
www.tipsubmit.com. 

 
Make the call that helps us all…your identity will remain anonymous and you could be 
paid a reward for information that helps solve this crime or any other crime.  You will not 
have to testify in court. 
 
Thunder Bay District Crime Stoppers is seeking motivated community members to join 
our board.  Contact us at www.tbdcs.ca for more information on volunteering with us. 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
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ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
September is…… 
10 World Suicide Prevention Day 
20 World Alzheimer’s Day 
25 Police and Peace Officers’ National Memorial Day 
 
October is………. 
Cyber Security Awareness Month 
National Child Abuse Awareness & Prevention Month 
Car Safety Month 
Women’s History Month 
1 International Day of Older Persons 
3 National Safe Communities Day 
4-10 Mental Illness Awareness Week 
10 World Health Day 
 
 
 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Services Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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