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THUNDER BAY OPP – NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

NEW COMMANDER FOR OPP NORTH WEST REGION 

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Superintendent Mark Pritchard, former Commander of 
the Aboriginal Policing Bureau at OPP General Headquarters, has been promoted to 
the rank of Chief Superintendent and named Commander of OPP North West Region. 
Chief Superintendent Pritchard fills the vacancy created by the retirement of the former 
Regional Commander, Darrell Smiley. 

Chief Superintendent Pritchard oversees almost 500 uniformed and civilian members 
responsible for providing front-line and specialized policing services. North West Region 
covers 421,000 square kilometers with 9-host and 15-satellite detachments. 

“I am extremely proud to be appointed to my new position in North West Region. I look 
forward to working with the dedicated members of the OPP along with Municipal and 
First Nations police services as we rise to meet the challenges of policing such a large, 
diverse area. We will work with and engage our communities to promote safety and 
reduce victimization.” - OPP Chief Superintendent Mark Pritchard. 

Chief Superintendent Mark Pritchard is an award-winning officer with 3 decades of 
diverse experience in both municipal and provincial policing.  For almost a decade, 
Pritchard was a case manager in the Criminal Investigation Branch.   Pritchard also 
represented the OPP on the Ontario Chief Coroner’s Death Under Five Review 
Committee and was involved in re-writing and updating the OPP’s Quality Assurance 
Manual for homicide investigations. He was a recipient of the Jim Pott’s Accolade 
Award for First Nations Policing in 2009.  

Chief Superintendent Pritchard has instructed at the Ontario Police College and the 
Provincial Police Academy on a variety of courses focusing on the investigation of 
serious crimes.  He has also lectured at Nipissing University and Canadore College on 
Ontario’s Major Case Management System.  In January 2011, Pritchard was appointed 
as Officer in Charge of Major Case Management for the Ministry of Community Safety 
and Correctional Services.  

. 
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OPP REPORT ROAD DEATHS AND NUMEROUS TRAFFIC CHARGES OVER 
THANKSGIVING WEEKEND  

The Thanksgiving long weekend ended in tragedy with seven people losing their lives in 
five separate collisions on Ontario Provincial Police (OPP)-patrolled roads. 

The OPP had hoped to get through the Thanksgiving Long Weekend with zero road 
fatalities to report – something they have not done since 2009. 

Over the weekend, the OPP and its policing partners were counting on drivers and 
passengers to help keep roads safe and contribute to a successful national Operation 
Impact campaign.  The goal of the annual initiative is to reduce preventable road deaths 
that are linked to the “Big Four” causal factors: driver distraction, speeding, impaired 
driving and lack of seat belt use.       

Sadly, many people ignored or underestimated the important role every driver should 
have played in keeping roads safe over the weekend, resulting in numerous OPP 
charges being laid in relation to these dangerous driving behaviours on the road.  

The unsafe actions of drivers caused OPP officers to lay in excess of 5,500 speeding 
charges, close to 245 distracted driving and approximately 140 impaired driving 
charges. More than 500 vehicle occupants opted for a seat belt fine over buckling up to 
help keep themselves safe in the event of a collision.  

Operation Impact is led by the Canadian Association of Chiefs of Police and supports 
Canada's Road Safety Strategy 2025 , the goal of which is to make Canada’s roads the 
safest in the world.   

 
TOLL FROM PREVENTABLE ROAD DEATHS REMAINS STUBBORNLY HIGH 

A total of 1,507 people died in road deaths on OPP patrolled roads between 2011 and 
2015 and the vast majority of them were preventable, according to a five-year report just 
released by the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP).   

Over the five-year period, the data revealed that:  

-       Alcohol and/or drugs were a factor in 321 of the deaths   

-       Speeding was a factor in 336 of the deaths  

-       Inattentive driving was a factor in 408 of the deaths   

-       Failure to wear a seat belt was a factor in 335 of the deaths  

http://crss-2025.ccmta.ca/en/strategy
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 “Tragically, most of these fatalities are directly linked to poor behaviours on the road 
and these are the ones that are preventable. Road safety is a collective effort. We need 
to see a complete shift in attitude on the part of drivers who do not take these risky 
behaviours seriously. Passengers also have a role to play by buckling up every single 
time and dissuading drivers who engage in these dangerous behaviours and jeopardize 
their safety”.  

--  OPP Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial Commander, Traffic Safety and 
Operational Support.  

“Thanksgiving weekend should be a time for families to get together and enjoy one 
another’s company. Unfortunately, too often drivers are distracted by what’s going on in 
their vehicle, by cellphones or other events. It’s important that Ontario motorists never 
drive impaired, and exercise caution when on the roads.”  

--  David Orazietti, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services 

 

BE CAREFUL WITH ONLINE DATING 

The Thunder Bay Police Service and North West Region Ontario Provincial Police 
(OPP) would like to warn persons participating in online dating activities to take safety 
measures to protect themselves.  

Here are some do’s and don’ts that are designed to help you stay safe: 

• Don’t give out too much personal information. Stick to just giving vague 
information, like your first name or province/territory where you live. 

• If you are thinking about meeting up with someone you met online make sure you 
have someone with you and that you meet in a public place. This way you can 
stay safe in case your Internet friend isn’t really who they said they were.  

• Do remember that once you post something online, you can’t control who that 
information is shared with – and removing it from wherever you posted doesn’t 
mean someone hasn’t already reposted it somewhere else.  

Talking to strangers online can seem harmless, but sometimes it can have negative 
consequences  

 

 

 



                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

 

PROVINCIAL POLICE LAUNCH CAMPAIGN TO ENHANCE CYBER SECURITY 

Information and Data Systems are Today's Criminal Targets 

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is doing its part to enhance public safety and 
awareness and mitigate the many threats posed by cyber criminals. 

In 2015, the top ten cyber scams earned criminals an estimated $1.2-billion from 
Canadian victims. Put another way, around 80,000 people unwittingly fall prey to these 
scams every day – equivalent to the population of Sarnia or Peterborough.  

The OPP has joined police services and subject matter experts from across the country 
to promote public awareness and help prevent all Canadians from becoming victims of 
online crime. 

While engaging in a public awareness media and social media campaign, the OPP’s 
own Cyber Strategy is spreading the word among its 9,200-member workforce to 
ensure OPP information systems and data remain secure while building capacity to 
support modern investigations. 

For helpful tips and links, follow the OPP 
on Twitter (@OPP_News), Facebook and Instagram and using the 
hashtags #CyberSecurity, #CyberAware and #OPPTips. 

If you or someone you know suspects they’ve been a victim of digital or online crime, 
contact your local police service, the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, report it to the OPP 
online at http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132 or through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) at https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm 

QUOTES 

“We know OPP members have positive impacts on public safety every day through 
investigations and our various community safety initiatives. Everyone within our 
organization also has a critical role to play to secure OPP data and information systems 
as we implement the OPP Cyber Strategy.  Everyone will receive training that explains 
cyber threats and teaches cyber hygiene practices, which they can then relay to their 
own families, friends and business contacts.” 

– J.V.N. (Vince) HAWKES, OPP Commissioner 

 

 

https://twitter.com/OPP_News
https://www.facebook.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
https://www.instagram.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132
https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm
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“Most criminal investigations include some form of device-based or internet-based 
digital evidence. The recovery and management of digital evidence is a vital part of 
nearly every OPP investigation. Based upon the pillars of prevention, response and 
support, the Cyber Strategy’s goal is to position the OPP to manage risks, reduce 
threats and minimize harm caused by crime involving digital technologies.” 

–Deputy Commissioner Rick BARNUM, OPP Investigations and Organized Crime 

LEARN MORE 

Cyber Security Awareness Month toolkit (courtesy of Public Safety Canada) 

Cyber Security Risks (courtesy of Public Safety Canada) 

Get Cyber Safe is a national, multi-jurisdiction, public awareness campaign created to 
educate Canadians about Internet security and the simple steps they can take to protect 
themselves online. Visit http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/ 

 
CRIME PREVENTION WEEK NOVEMBER 6-12 
 
November 6-12, 2016 has been designated Crime Prevention Week in Ontario. As in 
past years, the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (Ministry) will 
promote an emphasis on crime prevention and community safety during this annual 
event.   
 
This year’s theme for Crime Prevention Week is “Planning Together for Safer 
Communities” Crime Prevention Week is dedicated to strengthening community 
partnerships to find viable solutions for crime prevention. 
 
 
HALLOWEEN SAFETY PRESENTATION 
 
Provincial Constable Diana Cole attended the Thunder Bay OPP Detachment area 
schools to provide a Halloween Safety presentation. The safety presentation was in 
preparation for Halloween night and trick or treating on October 31.  
 
Constable Cole joined in the spirit of Halloween and provided the presentation as an 
“OPP Halloween Angel” which the students found to be quite amusing. Students in the 
schools have been provided a Halloween safety presentation, as well as, Halloween 
safety tips and activity sheets 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/rsrcs/csam-tlkt-en.aspx
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/rsks/index-en.aspx
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/bt/index-en.aspx
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/
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OPP JOIN TOGETHER WITH MNR, MTO AND THUNDER BAY DISTRICT CRIME 
STOPPERS TO PROVIDE HUNTER AND ATV SAFETY INFORMATION 

On Thursday, November 3, 2016, Thunder Bay OPP officers, Ministry of Natural 
Resources conservation officers, Ministry of Transportation and Thunder Bay District 
Crime Stoppers will be joining together to provide Hunter and ATV safety information. 
The information display will take place on Thursday, November 3 between 11:00 am to 
1:00 pm. It will take place at Canadian Tire on 939 Fort William Road.  

 
OPP TO PARTICIPATE IN ROTARY CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 
The 26th Annual Rotary Christmas Parade will be taking place on Saturday, November 
19, 2016 at 10:00 am. The parade will commence at the Superstore, travel onto 
Memorial Avenue and conclude at the Community Auditorium, where Santa will be 
stationed to greet the young and old alike!  

 
Thunder Bay OPP officers as well as OPP officers from surrounding detachments will 
be decorating and participating in the parade with an OPP Christmas parade float. Hope 
to see everyone at the parade to kick off the festive season. 
 
 
FESTIVE RIDE 2016 - 2017  

Officers from the OPP, Thunder Bay Police Service and Anishinabek Police Service will 
”RIDE” together to fight against drinking and driving during the 2015 - 2016 Festive 
RIDE season.   

The Festive RIDE season begins Monday, November 21, 2016 and continues to 
Saturday, January 7, 2017. RIDE spot checks will be set up throughout the Thunder 
Bay area during this time. 

A Few Reminders When Drinking Alcohol: 
Be responsible.  

• Choose a designated driver. Decide who's going to be doing the driving before 
you go out, and make sure that person doesn't drink any alcoholic beverages. 

• Call a taxi. Sometimes even the designated driver slips. If nobody in your group 
is sober, take alternate transportation. Cab, bus, – anything's better than getting 
in the car with a drunk driver. 

• Hide keys. Don't be afraid to take someone's car keys. If the person gets angry, 
it's probably proof you're doing the right thing. 
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When Throwing a Party 

• Offer non-alcoholic beverages. Water, juice, soda pop – give your guests plenty 
of alternatives. And never pressure guests to drink alcohol.  

• Serve plenty of food. A full stomach can slow the rate of alcohol absorption. 
Serve a great meal or have plenty of appetizers on hand. 

• Stop serving alcohol well before the party ends. Give your guests an extra hour 
or two without alcohol before they head out the door.  

• Arrange alternate transportation. Pay attention to your guests' alcohol intake and 
behavior. If someone has had a lot to drink or seems even the slightest bit tipsy, 
call a cab or set up a ride with a sober driver.  

 
Detecting Drunk Drivers 
There are several signs associated with drunk driving: 

• Making wide turns 
• Weaving, swerving, drifting, or straddling the center line 
• Almost striking an object or vehicle 
• Driving on the wrong side of the road 
• Driving at a very slow speed 
• Stopping without cause 
• Braking erratically 
• Responding slowly to traffic signals 
• Turning abruptly or illegally 
• Driving after dark with headlights off 

Keeping these things in mind can help you avoid a dangerous situation. If you spot what 
you think is an impaired driver, keep a safe distance and call 9-1-1. Do not attempt to 
stop the vehicle yourself.  
 

OPP REMIND MOTORISTS TO PREPARE FOR UPCOMING WINTER DRIVING 
CONDITIONS   

Along with colder temperatures, snow, and ice, winter also brings potentially dangerous 
driving conditions.  Slippery roads and decreased visibility can make driving in 
Canadian winters a challenge. Get prepared by following a few simple tips, provided by 
Public Safety Canada in collaboration with the Canadian Automobile Association.  

Slow down – Fog, black ice, slush or snow-covered roads can make driving dangerous. 
Drive slowly and leave plenty of distance between vehicles.  

 

http://www.caa.ca/
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Get winter tires – Traction is the key to good movement, turning and stopping on wet, 
slushy or icy surfaces. Check tires and tire pressure at least once a month when tires 
are cold and remember that tire air pressure decreases in colder weather. Winter tires 
provide additional traction in colder weather. 

Top-up windshield fluid - Fill up on winter washer fluid and replace wiper blades that 
streak. Make sure there is enough windshield washer fluid in the reservoir and that it is 
rated in the -40C temperature range. Carry an extra jug in the vehicle. 

Keep the gas tank topped up - When driving in bad weather, think caution, plan ahead 
and make sure you have enough fuel. Keep the fuel tank at least half full. 

See and be seen - clear all snow from the hood, roof, windows and lights. Clear all 
windows of fog or ice. If visibility becomes poor, find a place to safely pull off the road as 
soon as possible. 

Get an emergency car kit – Have the appropriate safety and emergency winter 
equipment always stored in your car. The basic emergency kit for cars should include 
the following items: 

• Food – that won't spoil, such as energy bars  
• Water – in plastic bottles so they won't break if frozen (change every six months)  
• Blanket  
• Extra clothing and shoes  
• First aid kit – with seatbelt cutter  
• Small shovel, scraper and snowbrush  
• Candle in a deep can and matches  
• Crank flashlight  
• Whistle – in case you need to attract attention  
• Roadmaps  
• Copy of your emergency plan  

Also keep these inside your trunk:  

• Sand, salt or cat litter (non clumping)  
• Antifreeze/windshield washer fluid  
• Tow rope  
• Jumper cables  
• Fire extinguisher  
• Warning light or road flares  

The preceding information was provided by Government of Canada 
www.getprepared.gc.ca  
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OPP INVESTIGATE BREAK AND ENTER IN HYMERS 

Members of the Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are 
investigating a break and enter at a church in the community of Hymers, located on 
Highway 595. 

Officers were advised of the break and enter on Friday, October 14, 2016. The unknown 
suspect(s) forced entry into the building and damaged some items within the church.        

The break and enter occurred sometime between September 20 and October 13, 2016. 

OPP are asking anyone with information about the incident to call the OPP at      1-888-
310-1122 or Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-TIPS (8477).   

CRIME STOPPERS 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

November is…… 
Women Abuse Prevention Month 
National Community Safety & Crime Prevention Month 
1st Week Career Week 
1-7 Crime Prevention Week 
6-12 National Senior Safety Week 
11 Remembrance Day 
14-20 National Addictions Awareness Week 
15-21 Restorative Justice Week 
15-21 Bullying Awareness Week 
25 International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women 
25-Dec 6 The White Ribbon Campaign 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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December is …….. 
Festive RIDE 
1-7 National Safe Driving Week 
6 National Day of Remembrance & Action on Violence Against Women 
10 United Nations Human Rights Day 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Safety Officer 
807-939-2133 
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