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THUNDER BAY OPP –NOVEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

OPP COMMISSIONER HAWKES HONOUR AWARD RECIPIENTS AT CEREMONY 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) hosted an annual award ceremony in Thunder Bay 
on Thursday, October 12, 2017 for North West Region OPP employees and community 
members who were recognized for various acts and achievements. 

The North West Region Awards are part of a series of award ceremonies held by the 
OPP every year to recognize various people in each of its regions. Among those 
recognized are OPP uniformed and civilian members, as well as community members 
who have demonstrated outstanding achievement, dedication, perseverance, innovation 
and an overall commitment to the OPP and the communities they serve. Employees 
who have reached service milestones are also recognized. 

Among the recipients to whom Commissioner Vince Hawkes presented awards, are four 
Sioux Lookout OPP officers who rescued an unconscious male from a burning building 
and received a Commissioner's Citation for Bravery, two women received the Silent 
Partner Award in tribute to the valuable, unpaid, dedicated, ongoing support by a 
spouse, to recognize the voluntary support they willingly contributed to OPP members 
stationed at isolated detachments from 1909 to the 1970's, and two civilians who 
received a Commissioner's Citation for Lifesaving for coming to the rescue of an elderly 
female who fell backward over a retaining wall and was seriously injured. 

 

OPP REPORT 239 PREVENTABLE ROAD DEATHS AHEAD OF OPERATION 
IMPACT 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) is reporting that 182 fatalities on OPP-patrolled 
roads so far this year included one or more of the Big Four causal factors in road deaths 
which are:  

Inattentive driving:                                     63 deaths 

Speeding:                                                  56 deaths 

Alcohol/drug-impaired:                             32 deaths 

Lack of occupant restraint/seat belt use: 31 deaths 
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QUOTES 

"No family or other road user traveling should have to worry about dying or being injured 
because of the careless actions of another driver. The single greatest influence on 
reducing this senseless loss of life is safe, defensive drivers who observe traffic laws at 
all times. The OPP remains committed to doing its part, but we count on these drivers 
every day to help us save lives."  

- OPP Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial Commander, Traffic Safety and 
Operational Support. 

According to Transport Canada's last complete year of traffic data, 1,852 people died 
and 10,280 more were seriously injured on Canadian roads in 2015. 

 
CRIME PREVENTION WEEK NOVEMBER 5-11, 2017 
 
November 5-11, 2017 has been designated Crime Prevention Week in Ontario. As in 
past years, the Ministry of Community Safety and Correctional Services (Ministry) will 
promote an emphasis on crime prevention and community safety during this annual 
event.   
 
This year’s theme for Crime Prevention Week is Building Safer Communities Together 
Crime Prevention Week is dedicated to strengthening community partnerships to find 
viable solutions for crime prevention. 
 
 
HALLOWEEN SAFETY PRESENTATION 
 
Provincial Constable Diana Cole attended the Thunder Bay OPP Detachment area 
schools to provide a Halloween Safety presentation. The safety presentation was in 
preparation for Halloween night and trick or treating on October 31.  
 
Constable Cole joined in the spirit of Halloween and provided the presentation as an 
“OPP Halloween Safety Witch” which the students found to be quite amusing. Students 
in the schools have been provided a Halloween safety presentation, as well as a 
Halloween reflective wrist band courtesy of Crime Stoppers. 
 
 
OPP TO PARTICIPATE IN ROTARY CHRISTMAS PARADE 
 
The 27th Annual Rotary Christmas Parade will be taking place on Saturday, November 
18, 2017 at 10:00 am. The parade will commence at the Superstore, travel onto 
Memorial Avenue and conclude at the Community Auditorium, where Santa will be 
stationed to greet the young and old alike!  

 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/media/documents/roadsafety/Canadian_Motor_Vehicle_Traffic_Collision_Statistics_2015-EN.pdf
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Thunder Bay OPP officers as well as OPP officers from surrounding detachments will 
be decorating and participating in the parade with an OPP Christmas parade float. Hope 
to see everyone at the parade to kick off the festive season. 
 

EVERYONE CAN PREVENT CYBER CRIME WITH AWARENESS 

Next Gen Criminals Victimize People and Systems 

The impact of fraud and victimization through technology as a target and technology 
used as a tool now totals in the billions of dollars annually in Canada. The destruction is 
only expected to expand through the 'Internet of Things' -- devices connected via the 
Internet that collect and exchange information with one another and with us.  

During October, police services and subject matter experts from across the country 
wanted to safeguard all Canadians from becoming victims of online and digital crimes. 
The OPP 2017 Cyber Security Awareness Month public, media and social media 
campaign focused on four broader themes, including:  

·      Identity theft 

·      Two-factor Authentication and digital citizenship (Online Child Safety) 

·      Online shopping and Safe Trade Zones 

·      OPP Cyber Crime Investigations Team 

The OPP is spreading the word among its own 9,200 employees to de-mystify threats, 
enhance education and awareness, and to ensure OPP information systems remain 
secure. The OPP is encouraging its members to share online safety tips and best 
practices with their children, family members and friends. 

For helpful tips and links, follow the OPP on Twitter (@OPP_News), Facebook and 
Instagram and using the hashtags #CyberSecurity, #CyberAware and #OPPTips. 

If you or someone you know suspects they've been a victim of digital or online crime, 
contact your local police service, the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, report it to the OPP 
online at http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132 or through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-
8477 (TIPS) at https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm 

 

 

 

https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/rsks/ntrnt-thngs/index-en.aspx
https://twitter.com/OPP_News
https://www.facebook.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
https://www.instagram.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
http://www.antifraudcentre-centreantifraude.ca/reportincident-signalerincident/index-eng.htm
http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132
https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm
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QUOTES 

"The OPP Cyber Strategy aligns with our public safety partners' efforts to prevent cyber 
criminals from victimizing our communities while securing our own information 
systems. We encourage our members to take a leadership role to safeguard their 
personal lives and their communities by sharing and implementing best practices 
learned at work." - J.V.N. (Vince) HAWKES, OPP Commissioner 

"Digital and web-based evidence are vital to nearly every OPP investigation. From 
creating a stand-alone Cyber Crime Investigation Team to capturing digital evidence 
right at our cruisers, the OPP is demonstrating its commitment to world class 
investigations and safer communities. But it starts with awareness." - Deputy 
Commissioner Rick BARNUM, OPP Investigations and Organized Crime 

LEARN MORE 

Get Cyber Safe is a national, multi-jurisdiction, public awareness campaign created to 
educate Canadians about Internet security and the simple steps they can take to protect 
themselves online. Visit http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/  

Cyber Security Risks (courtesy of Public Safety Canada) 

 

OPP REMIND MOTORISTS TO PREPARE FOR UPCOMING WINTER DRIVING 
CONDITIONS   

Along with colder temperatures, snow, and ice, winter also brings potentially dangerous 
driving conditions.  Slippery roads and decreased visibility can make driving in 
Canadian winters a challenge. Get prepared by following a few simple tips, provided by 
Transport Canada.  

Prevent problems before they occur:  
 

• Get your vehicle ready for winter in the fall. 
• Install four matching winter tires. 
• Pack an emergency kit. 
• Learn and practice winter driving techniques before you need them. 
• Plan your trip, check road and weather conditions. 
• Remove all snow from your vehicle before each trip. 
• Give yourself extra travel time in bad weather. 
• Avoid using cruise control on slippery roads. 

http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/bt/index-en.aspx
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/rsks/index-en.aspx


                                         
  Newsletter 
                                      

  
 
 

 

Ontario Provincial Police 
 

• Travel with a fully charged cell phone. 
• SLOW DOWN and WEAR your seatbelt. 

 
Prevention is better than recovery. Winter driving can be risky, so be prepared. 

Tip 1: Get ready 

Get your vehicle ready for winter. Winter weather is hard on your vehicle and its engine. 
Prepare for winter in the fall, by getting a complete check-up of your: 

Battery 
Your motor needs a fully charged battery to start in cold weather. Clean battery posts 
and check the charging system and belts. Have your battery tested in the fall and 
spring. Replace weak batteries before they fail. 

Ignition system 
Replace defective ignition wires, cracked distributor caps and worn spark plugs, since 
they can make starting difficult or may cause a sudden breakdown. 

Lights 
Make sure that all lights work and that headlights are properly aimed. 

Brakes 
Check or service your brakes to ensure even braking. Pulling, change in pedal feel, or 
unusual squealing or grinding may mean they need repair. 

Tires 
Check pressures often, especially before any highway driving. Properly inflated, high 
quality winter tires will give you best traction on winter roads and increase fuel 
efficiency. 

A tire that has good pressure when checked in a warm garage will be under-inflated 
when it is below zero outside - because tire pressure goes down in the cold. That is why 
you should do your checks when the tires are cold. Use the maximum pressure amount 
shown in the owner's manual or on the doorframe as a guide, but never go above the 
pressure shown on the tire sidewall. Check your spare tire pressure regularly. 

Since having four matching tires improves vehicle handling, don't mix tires with different 
tread patterns, internal construction and size. 

 Winter tires have been designed for use in snow. They carry a pictograph on 
the side-wall of a peaked mountain with a snowflake, meet high standards for winter 
traction performance and should not be confused with Mud + Snow (M+S) rated snow 
tires. Winter tires are a good idea, and may even be legally required where you live. 
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To learn more about winter tires, visit: Transport Canada's Winter Tire Safety 
Tips and Be Tire Smart! 

Exhaust system 
Check for leaks that could send deadly carbon monoxide into your vehicle. 

Heating and cooling system 
Check your radiator hoses and drive belts for cracks and leaks. Make sure the radiator 
cap, water pump and thermostat work properly. Test the strength and level of the 
coolant/anti-freeze, and make sure the heater and defroster work well. 

Windshield wipers 
Make sure that your wipers are in good condition. Replace blades that streak. Purchase 
wipers designed for winter use. Fill up on winter washer fluid in the -40°C temperature 
range and carry an extra jug in your vehicle. 

Tip 2: Watch the weather 

It's a good idea to visit www.weatheroffice.gc.ca for local weather reports, before you 
leave home. Environment Canada issues warnings when it expects blizzards, heavy 
snow, freezing rain or drizzle, cold snaps and winds. 

Blizzards are the worst winter storms. They can last six hours or more and bring: falling, 
blowing and drifting snow; winds of 40 kilometers per hour or more; poor visibility; and 
temperatures below -10°C. Snow and ice are more slippery at 0°C than at -20°C or 
below. 

Heavy snow can bring 10 centimeters or more in 12 hours, or 15 centimeters or more in 
24 hours. 

Watch for black ice at temperatures between +4°C and -4°C, where the road surface 
ahead looks black and shiny. It is often found on shaded areas of the road, bridges and 
overpasses long after the sun has come out. 

Cold snaps are rapid drops in temperature. 

Winds cause blizzard conditions, drifting, poor visibility and wind-chill effects. 

 

Tip 3: Prepare for Driving 

• The safest strategy is to avoid driving in bad weather conditions. If you must 
drive, check weather and travel conditions before heading out. Give yourself 
extra time for travel and, if weather is bad, wait for conditions to improve. Always 
tell someone where you are going, the route you plan to take and when you 
expect to arrive. If you don't arrive on time, and people are worried about your 
safety, they will know where to search for you. If driving becomes too risky, turn 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/motorvehiclesafety/safevehicles-safetyfeatures-wintertires-index-468.htm
https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/motorvehiclesafety/safevehicles-safetyfeatures-wintertires-index-468.htm
http://www.betiresmart.ca/2016/03/22/making-sense-of-winter-tires-2/
http://www.weatheroffice.gc.ca/
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back or look for a safe place to stop until it is safe to drive. Make sure you have 
enough fuel. Try to keep the fuel tank at least half-full. 

• Be alert, well rested and sober behind the wheel and always wear your seat 
belt. When worn correctly, seat belts save lives. Lap belts should be kept low and 
snug over the hips, while shoulder belts should always be worn across the chest. 
Learn more about seat belt safety. Children aged 12 and under should ride in the 
back seat, safely seated in a car seat or booster seat made for their size and 
age. 

• See and be seen. Remove all snow from your vehicle's hood, roof, windows and 
lights. Clear all windows of frost and fog. If visibility becomes poor, find a place to 
safely pull off the road as soon as you can. It's best to stop at a rest area or exit 
the roadway and take shelter in a building. If you can't exit, pull off the road as far 
as you can. Get out from the passenger side, to reduce the risk of being hit by 
other drivers. If visibility is poor, put on your emergency flashers. 

• Stay on main roads and drive carefully: Match your speed to the road and 
weather conditions. Avoid passing another vehicle when weather and road 
conditions are bad. 

• Wear warm clothes that do not restrict movement. 
• Be prepared to make a call. Take a fully charged cell phone with you. These are 

very useful in an emergency or if you need help. *911 is often a free call. But 
don't talk and drive. Let someone with you make the call, or pull over to a safe 
spot to place a call. If you do a lot of winter driving in areas with poor reception, 
think about getting a citizen's band (CB) radio. 

• Pack a winter survival kit. The Canadian Automobile Association (CAA®) 
recommends you: 
 

• Keep the following items in your trunk. 
o shovel 
o sand or kitty litter 
o traction mats 
o tow chain 
o compass 
o cloth or roll of paper towels 
o warning light or road flares 
o extra clothing and footwear 
o emergency food pack 
o booster cables 
o matches and a "survival" candle in a deep can (to warm hands, heat a 

drink or use as an emergency light) 
o fire extinguisher 
o extra windshield washer fluid 
o fuel line antifreeze 
o reflective vest 
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Keep the following items inside your vehicle. 

o road maps 
o ice scraper and brush 
o flashlight 
o first aid kit 
o blanket (special "survival" blankets are best) 

In bad weather, put more distance between you and the vehicle in front of you. 

Tip 4: Avoid Collisions 

The danger of skidding is greatest when you are taken by surprise. Since not all 
vehicles respond in the same way to icy, slippery roads, learn how to handle your 
vehicle in all types of weather. Read the owner's manual to learn about your vehicle's 
braking system and tire traction. You may also consider taking a winter driving course. 

In extreme weather avoid using cruise control. 

Having the latest safety features on new vehicles and/or knowing how to handle your 
vehicle are good ways to keep control. 

New Safety Features 

Electronic Stability Control (ESC) helps drivers avoid crashes. ESC sensors compare 
the direction of the steering wheel to the direction the vehicle is going. When they are 
not the same, and the vehicle begins to skid, ESC applies the brakes to one or more 
wheels, or reduces engine power, or both, to help keep the vehicle under control. 

ESC is 'On' when you start your engine. If your vehicle has an ESC 'Off' switch, turn off 
ESC when you are stuck in deep snow. A dashboard light will remind you to turn it back 
on. 

The only way to get ESC is to buy a new or used vehicle that is already equipped with it. 
If you are thinking about buying a new vehicle, ask your dealer to show you models with 
ESC. To learn more, visit www.tc.gc.ca/ESC. 

The best way to avoid a skid is by driving at speeds that are safe for the weather and 
road conditions. 

Skidding 

A good way to avoid skidding is to drive appropriately for road and weather 
conditions: SLOW DOWN. Allow extra travel time and be very careful when you brake, 
change lanes, make turns and take curves. 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/esc/
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Even careful and experienced drivers can skid, so be prepared. Skidding may be the 
result of panic braking when you are trying to avoid an obstacle on the road. What 
should you do? 

• Learn to handle a skid. Practice the steps on pages 12 &13 in a safe location, 
until correcting a skid becomes a reflex - and remember that sometimes the 
vehicle will skid a second and even a third time before you regain complete 
control. 

• Avoid forceful braking or sudden, jerking movement of the wheel. 

Electronic Stability Control helps to avoid skidding. 

When driving on a snow-covered road there may be more snow/slush between lanes 
than in the lane, making changing lanes more difficult. 

Rear-wheel skids 

 
A skid occurs when the rear wheels lock or lose traction. To regain steering control: 

1. Take your foot off the brake pedal, if hard braking causes the rear wheels to skid. 
2. Ease off the gas pedal if the rear wheels lose traction. 
3. Shift to neutral (automatic) or push in the clutch pedal (standard). 
4. Look down the road in the direction you want the front of the vehicle to go, and 

be aware of the vehicle and how it is responding to your steering. 
5. To regain control, steer gently in the direction you want to go. 
6. Once the vehicle is straight, return to a driving gear. 
7. Accelerate gently. 
8. Drive at a safe speed. 
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Front-wheel skids 

 
Front-wheel skids are caused by hard braking, acceleration or by driving too fast for the 
road conditions. You can't steer when the front wheels lose traction. To regain steering 
control: 

1. Release the brake if the front wheels skid from hard braking. 
2. Ease off the gas pedal if the front wheels lose traction. 
3. Shift to neutral (automatic) or push in the clutch (standard). 
4. Wait for the front wheels to grip the road again. 
5. Select drive (automatic) or release the clutch (standard). 
6. Accelerate gently. 
7. Drive at a safe speed. 

Four-wheel skids 

 
Sometimes all four wheels lose traction - generally at high speeds or under poor road 
conditions. To regain steering control: 

1. Remove your foot from the brake or accelerator. 
2. Shift into neutral. 
3. Look and steer in the direction you want the front of the vehicle to go. 
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4. Wait for the wheels to grip the road again. 
5. Return to a driving gear. 
6. Drive at a safe speed. 

Safe Braking 

Proper braking is important to safe winter driving. Since it takes longer to stop on a 
slippery road, you should: 

• Leave more distance than normal between and your vehicle and the vehicle in 
front of you. 

• Pay close attention to the road - as far ahead as you can. 

If you don't have anti-lock brakes (ABS), the best way to stop on a slippery road is to 
brake but not so hard that your tires stop turning. If you brake too hard and cause the 
wheels to lock (stop turning), release the pedal just enough to get the wheels rolling. 
Then, brake again right away, with slightly less force than before. 

ABS is a system that allows you to steer while braking hard. 

ABS prevents wheels from locking and allows you to control steering during hard 
braking. When wheel sensors detect lock-up, the system relieves enough pressure to 
keep the tires rolling, while you brake hard. You will feel the brake pedal rapidly pulse 
back against your foot and may hear some mechanical noise. DO NOT lift your foot 
from the brake or pump the pedal. In an emergency stop, press the brake quickly and 
hard. The ABS system will NOT shorten stopping distance. For more information on 
ABS check out the Transport Canada site. 

Practice techniques before you need to use them. 

Tip 5: Stay Calm 

Stay calm if you get trapped in a storm or snow bank 

Don't do any heavy lifting, shoveling or pushing in the bitter cold - it can kill. Do make 
sure the tailpipe is not blocked by snow, to keep carbon monoxide from getting into your 
vehicle. Then, if your vehicle is not at risk of being hit by other drivers, stay inside so 
you have shelter. Going out into a storm puts you at risk of getting lost, or suffering from 
the cold. 

You should also: 

• Keep a window on the side sheltered from the wind open a bit, to give you a 
good supply of fresh air. 

• Run your motor as little as possible. 
• Use a survival candle for heat if you have one, instead of the vehicle's heater. 

https://www.tc.gc.ca/eng/motorvehiclesafety/tp-tp13082-absind_e-127.htm
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• Wear a hat, since you can lose up to 60 per cent of your body heat through your 
head. 

• Set out a warning light or flares. 
• Put on the dome light. (Overuse of headlights may run your battery down.) 
• Exercise your arms and legs often. 
• Stay awake. 
• Watch for traffic or searchers. 

The preceding information was provided by Transport Canada  

 

CRIME STOPPERS 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
November is……. 
Women Abuse Prevention Month 
National Community Safety and Crime Prevention Month 
1st Week Career Week 
1-7 Crime Prevention Week 
6-12 National Senior Safety Week 
11 Remembrance Day  
12-18 National Addictions Awareness Week  
15-21 Restorative Justice Week 
15-21 Bullying Awareness Week 
25 International Day for Elimination of Violence Against Women 
25-Dec 6 The White Ribbon Campaign 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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December is….. 
Festive RIDE 
1-7 National Safe Driving Week 
6 National Day of Remembrance & Action on Violence Against Women  
10-United Nations Human Rights Day 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to call me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Safety Officer 
807-939-2133 
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