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THUNDER BAY OPP – DECEMBER NEWSLETTER 
 

THUNDER BAY OPP VERY BUSY RESPONDING TO COLLISIONS DURING AREA’S 
FIRST SNOWFALL 

With the recent snowfall that Thunder Bay and area experienced, officers from the 
Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario Provincial Police were very busy responding to 
numerous collisions. 

Between Friday, November 18 and Saturday, November 19, 2016, officers responded to 
35 motor vehicle collisions. The majority of the collisions involved vehicles going in to 
the ditch. There were numerous stranded motorists that officers had to escort to 
safety. There were no serious injuries reported. 

There were numerous tractor trailer units that had jackknifed causing several local 
highways to be blocked. Due to the blocked highways and poor weather conditions, 
some local highways were closed for several hours.     

OPP would like to remind motorists that during poor road and weather conditions, if 
travel is not necessary, cancel or postpone your trip for your safety and that of other 
motorists. 

 

OPP AND POLICE PARTNERS LAUNCH FESTIVE RIDE CAMPAIGN IN            
NORTH WEST REGION 

The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) Festive RIDE campaign is set to run from 
November 21, 2016 to January 7, 2017. OPP officers and our police partners will work 
around the clock during the campaign, conducting RIDE check stops across North West 
Region. These enforcement efforts, combined with the help of all citizens to intervene 
when they suspect that someone is driving or about to drive after consuming alcohol or 
drugs, will prevent innocent lives being lost this holiday season.  

The OPP asks everyone to do their part to make this holiday season a joyous one. 

A Few Reminders When Drinking Alcohol: 
Be responsible.  

• Choose a designated driver. Decide who's going to be doing the driving before 
you go out, and make sure that person doesn't drink any alcoholic beverages. 
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• Call a taxi. Sometimes even the designated driver slips. If nobody in your group 
is sober, take alternate transportation. Cab, bus, – anything's better than getting 
in the car with a drunk driver. 

• Hide keys. Don't be afraid to take someone's car keys. If the person gets angry, 
it's probably proof you're doing the right thing. 

 
When Throwing a Party 

• Offer non-alcoholic beverages. Water, juice, soda pop – give your guests plenty 
of alternatives. And never pressure guests to drink alcohol.  

• Serve plenty of food. A full stomach can slow the rate of alcohol absorption. 
Serve a great meal or have plenty of appetizers on hand. 

• Stop serving alcohol well before the party ends. Give your guests an extra hour 
or two without alcohol before they head out the door.  

• Arrange alternate transportation. Pay attention to your guests' alcohol intake and 
behavior. If someone has had a lot to drink or seems even the slightest bit tipsy, 
call a cab or set up a ride with a sober driver.  

 
Detecting Drunk Drivers 
There are several signs associated with drunk driving: 

• Making wide turns 
• Weaving, swerving, drifting, or straddling the center line 
• Almost striking an object or vehicle 
• Driving on the wrong side of the road 
• Driving at a very slow speed 
• Stopping without cause 
• Braking erratically 
• Responding slowly to traffic signals 
• Turning abruptly or illegally 
• Driving after dark with headlights off 

Keeping these things in mind can help you avoid a dangerous situation. If you spot what 
you think is an impaired driver, keep a safe distance and call 9-1-1. Do not attempt to 
stop the vehicle yourself.  

 

IS TAKING THE “HIGH” ROAD A SAFE ALTERNATIVE TO DRINKING AND 
DRIVING?  

OPP Launches Festive R.I.D.E. Campaign (Nov. 21, 2016 – Jan. 7, 2017)    
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Last year (2015), the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) investigated 65 road collisions in 
which a drug-impaired driver was found to be the primary cause of the crash. So far this 
year (2016), the same factor was behind 59 such collisions on OPP-patrolled roads. 
Tragically, 35 people have died so far this year in alcohol/drug-related crashes, which 
has the total number of road deaths in this causal category over the last ten years 
nearing the 650 mark.  

With its annual Festive “Reduce Impaired Driving Everywhere” (R.I.D.E.) campaign 
getting underway this week, the OPP is determined to dispel the myth that driving while 
high on drugs cannot be detected by police and is a safe alternative to driving under the 
influence of alcohol.   

Through the OPP Drug Evaluation and Classification Program, officers are trained as 
Drug Recognition Evaluators, giving them the authority and tools needed to detect drug-
impaired drivers – something they hope no driver gives them a reason to use during the 
holidays. Over the coming weeks, the OPP hopes to conduct a successful campaign in 
which every single driver they pull over in a Festive R.I.D.E. Stop is a sober, drug-free 
driver.    

“The solution to ending impaired-related road deaths is a simple one. Never drive if you 
are impaired by alcohol or drugs and know that you are doing the right thing by calling 
9-1-1 to report an impaired driver. By working together, we can positively influence 
driver behaviour in an effort to make sober, drug-free driving a social norm during the 
holidays and throughout the year.” – OPP Deputy Commissioner Brad Blair, Provincial 
Commander, Traffic Safety and Operational Support.   

“This year’s Festive R.I.D.E. Campaign reminds us that we all have a role to play in 
preventing impaired driving. As we get together with family and friends this holiday 
season, plan ahead. Arrange for a designated driver and if you see someone you think 
is impaired, arrange a ride for them or suggest alternate arrangements. These simple 
steps can go a long way to keeping our families, friends, and roads safe every day of 
the year.” – David Orazietti, Minister of Community Safety and Correctional Services.” 

DID YOU KNOW? 

As of October 2, 2016, Ontario legislation carries penalties for drug-impaired driving that 
match those already in place for alcohol-impaired drivers.  

Illegal drugs are not the only drugs that can impair one’s ability to drive and result in you 
losing your licence. 

A Warn Range Suspension can be issued to drivers whose Blood Alcohol Concentration 
falls within the 0.05 to 0.08 range.  

LEARN MORE 

http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/dandv/driver/handbook/section4.8.17.shtml
http://www.mto.gov.on.ca/english/safety/impaired/fact-sheet.shtml#adls
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Impaired Driving 

Tougher penalties for drug-impaired drivers 

 
 
SAFETY TIPS WHILE SHOPPING THIS HOLIDAY SEASON 
 
With the holiday season quickly approaching, stores and parking lots will have an 
increase flow of shoppers on a mission. Unfortunately this can also provide a very 
prosperous opportunity for thieves. 
The Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) reminds you to keep these safety tips in mind while 
shopping in downtown stores, shopping malls and parking lots. 

• Carry a minimum amount of cash. 
• Park in an area that is well illuminated. 
• When using your convenience card, do not expose your PIN number. 
• Do not put your purse or wallet in a shopping cart. Keep your purse close to your 

body and zipped closed at all times. Never leave your purse unattended. 
• Do not leave purchased items unattended. 
• Try not to overload yourself with parcels, so that it is difficult to walk or to carry 

them. 
• When returning to your parked vehicle, be sure to walk directly to your vehicle 

with keys in hand, so that you are able to unlock your vehicle quickly. Be aware 
of your surroundings and other people in the area of your vehicle. 

• When at your vehicle do not leave your purse on the seat of your car or in the 
cart while you load groceries or parcels. 

• Be sure to place parcels in the trunk of your car or out of sight. 
• Once inside, lock your vehicle’s doors. 

 
Crime Prevention…It’s everyone’s business. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

https://www.opp.ca/index.php?&lng=en&id=115&entryid=5715443e8f94ac996e7b23c6
https://news.ontario.ca/mto/en/2016/09/tougher-penalties-for-drug-impaired-drivers-coming-october-2.html
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OPP REMIND MOTORISTS TO DRIVE WITH CAUTION DRIVING IN WINTER 
WEATHER CONDITIONS  

Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) are reminding motorists to drive with extra care and 
caution in winter weather conditions. Along with colder temperatures, snow, and ice, 
winter also brings potentially dangerous driving conditions.  Slippery roads and 
decreased visibility can make driving in Canadian winters a challenge.  

OPP encourage all motorists to ensure their vehicles are fully prepared to meet the 
challenges winter driving brings. Motorists are advised of the following safety tips to 
help everyone arrive at their destination safely. 

• Drivers must slow down – Speed too fast for conditions is the main causal factor 
of winter collisions  

• Drive according to current road and weather conditions.   

• Keep a safe distance between your vehicle and the vehicle in front of you.  
Remember, longer stopping distances may be required. 

• Clean frost and snow off all windows, mirrors, and lights. 

• Consider installing four winter tires on your vehicle, install good wiper blades and 
keep an ample supply of windshield washer fluid in your vehicle 

• Give yourself extra time to reach your destination.   

• Monitor road and weather conditions – Plan your trip and check local weather 
conditions before heading out. Consider postponing or cancelling your trip if the 
weather does not improve. 

The following is a list of some recommended items to carry in your vehicle: 

• A charged cell phone in case of an emergency 

• An ice scraper, snow brush, a small shovel, sand, salt or other traction aid 

• Booster cables, road flares, fuel line anti-freeze, and tow rope 

• Extra clothing and footwear, a blanket, high energy non-perishable food, matches 
and a candle 

• Flashlight, small tool kit, first aid kit 
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Please do not call 911 or the OPP Provincial Communication Centre for road 
information. 

The Ministry of Transportation’s Traveller Information Services provides road 
information for provincial highways in Ontario by telephone, call 5-1-1 or online with 
accessible information on the MTO Ontario 511 website at www.ontario.ca/511 

Be prepared for winter driving, stay safe! 

 
THUNDER BAY OPP 5th ANNUAL STUFF A CRUISER 
 
On Saturday, December 10, 2016, the Thunder Bay Detachment of the Ontario 
Provincial Police together with our policing partners, Thunder Bay Police Service, 
Anishinabek Police Service, Nishnawbe-Aski Police Service, Royal Canadian Mounted 
Police, Canadian National and Canadian Pacific Police Services will participate in the 
5th Annual Stuff a Cruiser event.  
 
Officers will be located outside the Real Canadian Superstore, Walmart on Memorial 
Avenue,  Metro on Arthur Street and Safeway on Arthur Street.   
 
Officers will collect food items in support of the Regional Food Distribution Association 
(RFDA) to assist with the goal that everyone in our communities has food on their table 
over the festive season. 
 
All of the Police Services would like to thank Real Canadian Superstore, Walmart, Metro 
and Safeway stores for their support, as well, all of the volunteers and community 
members for helping make this event happen. 
 
The Stuff a Cruiser event will take place on Saturday, December 10, 2016 between 
10:00 am until 4:00 pm.  

 

‘EASY’ PASSWORDS AND FREE WI-FI CAN COST YOU PLENTY  
 

There are many ways to ensure your safety and prevent becoming an unwitting victim of 
cybercrime that could cost you thousands of dollars, according to security experts and 
the Ontario Provincial Police (OPP). 
 
Using a weak password while on a free Wi-Fi network can make your device more 
susceptible to cyber theft.  You can strengthen your password by including a variety of 
symbols, letters and numbers. Try a minimum length of eight characters and use a 
combination of upper and lower case letters and at least one number. You should also 
commit your passwords to memory and don't store them on your computer or mobile 
devices. 

http://www.ontario.ca/511
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Wi-Fi connections present risks at home and on the road. Wi-Fi hotspots are common 
targets for identity thieves as they are often unsecure and accessible to anyone. Unless 
you are using a secure web page, you should never send or receive private information 
when using public Wi-Fi. Avoid conducting financial or corporate transactions on these 
networks and use a hard-wired connection when available.  
 
Be aware that free Internet access points are sometimes established for malicious or 
deceitful purposes. These Internet access points are purposely named to imitate trusted 
access points. This access point may even indicate a higher signal strength than the 
legitimate one.  
 
 If you or someone you know suspects they’ve been a victim of cyber crime, contact 
your local police service, the Canadian Anti-Fraud Centre, report it to the OPP online at 
http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132 or through Crime Stoppers at 1-800-222-8477 
(TIPS) at https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm 
 
For helpful tips and links, follow the OPP on Twitter (@OPP_News), Facebook and 
Instagram and using the hashtags #CyberSecurity, #CyberAware and #OPPTips. 
 
QUOTES 
 
“The next generation of criminals have a well-established home in cyberspace. It is 
incumbent upon all of us to do whatever we can to protect our identities and information 
from those who will exploit that information for criminal gain without hesitation -- 
regardless of where they or you are located.” 

– Deputy Commissioner Rick BARNUM, OPP Investigations and Organized Crime 
 
“We can’t stress enough how important it is to create, use and regularly change strong 
passwords and to take all steps necessary to safeguard your information when you are 
connected through any Wi-Fi hub. At the very minimum, make sure that any site you 
interact with uses HTTPS rather than unencrypted HTTP connections.” 

– Insp. Lisa TAYLOR, OPP Behavioural, Forensic and Electronic Services 
 
LEARN MORE 
 
Get Cyber Safe is a national, multi-jurisdiction, public awareness campaign created to 
educate Canadians about Internet security and the simple steps they can take to protect 
themselves online. Visit http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/  
 
Wi-Fi Network Safety (courtesy of Public Safety Canada) 
 
Protect Your Passwords (courtesy of Public Safety Canada) 
 

 

http://www.opp.ca/index.php?id=132
https://www.tipsubmit.com/start.htm
https://twitter.com/OPP_News
https://www.facebook.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
https://www.instagram.com/ontarioprovincialpolice/
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/bt/index-en.aspx
http://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/prtct-dvcs/cmptrs-tblts/wf-ntwrks-en.aspx
https://www.getcybersafe.gc.ca/cnt/prtct-yrslf/prtctn-dntty/usng-psswrds-en.aspx
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CRIME STOPPERS 

Crime Stoppers look forward to continuing to work with the community on Crime 
Prevention initiatives. Keep in mind that if you have any information about any crime, we 
ask that you contact Crime Stoppers at 1-800- 222- TIPS or 623-TIPS or submit a web 
tip at www.tipsubmit.com.  Remember your identity will remain anonymous and you 
could be eligible for a reward of up to $2,000.00 and you will never have to testify in 
court. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
December is …….. 
Festive RIDE 
1-7 National Safe Driving Week 
6 National Day of Remembrance & Action on Violence Against Women 
10 United Nations Human Rights Day 
 
 
If there are other topics you would like addressed in this newsletter or have some ideas, 
please do not hesitate to contact me. 
 
P/C Diana Cole 
Thunder Bay OPP Community Safety Officer 
807-939-2133 
 
 
 

https://anywhere.exchserver.com/owa/redir.aspx?C=779c6c3bd90b442f8a7c489f4f0f4812&URL=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tipsubmit.com
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